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Phone  (815) 654-3800   
 

            E-mail:  unitedaldersgate@sbcglobal.net  

Open Hearts, 

Open Minds, 

         Open Doors 
 

 

     Church  Office  Hours       Website:  www.aldersgaterkfd.org 
       8:30 am – 12:30 pm       Check us out on Facebook:  Aldersgate Church 
                AND Twitter: @AldersgateUMC1 
 
The Church Office will be closed  
    Monday, September 7th  in observance of Labor Day. 

 

CURRENT  SUNDAY  SCHEDULE 
 

9:00  Worship  --  Outside, weather permitting; 
inside if necessary 

 

 

                        SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

Sunday, September 6 – 14th Sunday After Pentecost 
 

Sunday, September 13 – 15th Sunday After Pentecost 
 

Sunday, September 20 – 16th Sunday After Pentecost 
 

Sunday, September 27 – 17th Sunday After Pentecost 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Core Values of our church:  Family, Love, Compassion. 
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SEPTEMBER, 2020 
 

RADICAL FORGIVENESS 
Brett Todd 
 

Some are surprised when I say there are two types of forgiveness in the Bible.  
The first type of forgiveness is letting go of your past hurts by forgiving the person or 
persons who have hurt you.  Most of us are familiar with this kind of forgiveness.  You 
heard it in Sunday school and your parents told you how important it was to forgive 
others.  You are not only to forgive seven times but seven times seventy.  Yes, 
forgiveness is the keystone to Jesus’s ministry of love and grace. 

Now, there is nothing wrong with this type of forgiveness, after all, Jesus talked about it.  But all too 
often, people fall into a trap of what I call a victim mentality. I think you know what I am talking about.  
You’ve been there and you know people who cannot move on in life because they are still living in the past. 

The second level is what I call, radical forgiveness.  Radical forgiveness is looking at life’s hurts in a 
different way.  Instead of focusing on the idea that you have been wronged, you focus on the truth that no 
matter what happens in life, good or bad, God’s plan and purpose is still at work in your life.  Therefore, 
you have no need to blame another person, because God has tailored your life with a plan and a purpose. 

There is an amazing story in the Bible that illustrates this radical forgiveness in the story of Joseph, 
you know, the boy with a coat of many colors.   His brothers sold him into slavery and told their (?)father 
that he had been killed by a wild animal.  As destiny would have it, Joseph became a mighty leader under 
the Pharaoh, and when the famine covered the land, Joseph’s brothers had to travel to Egypt to buy grain, 
where they came face to face with Joseph.  Now, I don’t know about you, but if I was one of Joseph’s 
brothers, I would be shaking in my boots, wondering what kind of punishment I was going to get from 
Joseph.  But here is where you see radical forgiveness in actions.  Joseph looked at his brothers and said, 
“Don’t worry or blame yourselves…God sent me here…”  In Joseph’s mind, his brothers did nothing wrong, 
his being sold into slavery was the plan and purpose of God to save his family from starvation. 

How can you live this kind of radical forgiveness?  It all comes down to simply and faithfully 
acknowledging that God has a plan and a purpose for you.  By doing this, your victim mentality will become 
a thing of the past. Someone might think they have hurt you, but in God’s greater plan, God has turned 
their actions into something good, allowing you to move ahead and attain happiness and success in life.  
As the Bible says, “We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).   

It has been said that the Navajo Indians have a ceremony for doing this.  Those who felt they had 
been wrong would enter a circle of the wise Indian leaders and tell their story three times.  On the fourth 
occasion, the Indian leaders would turn their back to the person and say, “Enough already!  Your story is 
just a story.  There’s no real truth to it – it is just an illusion.  We have heard it three times and we no longer 
wish to give it power.  Let it go and then let yourself move towards what is really true.” 

Last, replace your old victim story with a new story of God at work in your life.  You may have gone 
through a painful divorce, lost a child, or have health issues.  Even during those difficult times, God is at 
work in your life with a plan and with a purpose.  Someone once said, “God’s way is better than your way.  
God’s plan is bigger than your plan.  God’s dream for your life is more rewarding and fulfilling, better than 
you’ve ever dreamed of.  Now stay open and let God do it.  God’s way.” 
 

 



BIBLE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 

Question: 
In the Old Testament, what King was buried with another man and where do you find it? 
 

Answer: 
Great question and it is an interesting story found in 1 Kings 13.  Actually, no king of Israel was ever buried 
in another man’s grave, except for the King of kings, Jesus (Matthew 27:57-61).  In this story concerning 
the apostasy of King Jeroboam, there were two prophets, one was called the “man of God” and the other 
the “old Prophet”. The man of God disobeyed God’s command and was buried in the old prophet’s grave 
according to the old prophet’s direction (13:30). Later, the old prophet’s bones were laid beside the bones 
of the man of God (13:31) possibly in recognition of his own sin.  It is interesting to note, in this story, the 
man of God, the old prophet, King Jeroboam and all of Israel were living in a state of sin. As the Apostle 
Paul declared, we are all sinners… 

 

 
 

OUTREACH/NURTURE 
 

Pastor Brett has provided us with a daily devotional which certainly has given us some insight into our new 
leader. But I’m sure there is more to know about him. He has graciously agreed to answer a “Question of 
the Day”. So, let’s step up and fire away.  Please submit your question(s) via email, or you can call Mary in 
the church office. 
 

GETTING TO KNOW PASTOR BRETT 
 

QUESTION: 
What is your favorite book (secular, not religious) and what is your favorite poem? 
 

ANSWER: 
Since the beginning of the epidemic, I have been complaining a lot because I have not been getting my 
daily dose of reading.  Now it is all about technology to create the best video sermons possible.  Hopefully 
soon, I can get back to my passion of reading. 
 

Most of my time is spent reading and studying ancient manuscripts of the Bible in the field of Textual 
Criticism.  I know, I know, it sounds a little boring, but I love it. However, if I was to pick out a book or two 
written in English, it would be “The Crucified God” by Jurgen Moltmann or “Phenomenology Of Spirit” by 
Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel. Both are excellent volumes that have had considerable influence on my 
understanding of God and the Bible.  When it comes to my favorite poems, it is, “The Iliad and The 
Odyssey by Homer. 
 

 
 
 

 

 



ALDERSGATE FINANCIAL REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

The following report gives financial comparisons for three years from January 1 thru August 18th 
 

Jan 1 2018 -   Jan 1 2019 -   Jan 1 2020 - 
               Aug 18 2018   Aug 18 2019   Aug 18 2020 
Income 

Regular Income          108,814.44    103,784.36    109,717.77 

Other Income                   783.57            560.74            459.81 

Current Fund Reimbursements        12,312.95         6,739.07         9,299.77 

Designated               19,433.22       42,030.63       12,928.34 

Total Income            141,344.18     153,114.80     132,405.69 

Expenditures 

Personnel                72,396.30      72,572.47       72,205.27 

Administrative                4,013.11        3,952.49         2,959.30 

Out Reach / Nurture 

Christian Education                  128.93           116.93            331.87 

Evangelism                     277.14               0.00                0.00 

Worship                   1,450.41        1,037.40            796.44 

                     1,856.48        1,154.33         1,128.31 

Finance                      589.27           630.34            878.32 

Property 

Church    .             28,557.68     28,466.68       24,483.36 

Parsonage                  3,339.95       2,346.47         2,574.48 

Property                 31,897.63     30,813.15       27,057.84 

Apportionments                5,778.00        7,700.00         7,000.00 

Other Expenses                     92.00             82.50               24.00 

Designated               19,983.40       16,037.34       12,583.25 

Total Expenditures          136,606.19     132,942.62     123,836.29 

 

OTHER FINANCIAL RELATED ITEMS: 
1. A BIG THANK YOU  to all of our fellow Aldersgaters (Members and Friends) who have faithfully 

continued supporting the Church thru this challenging time. 

2. As reported in the weekly email, choirs are cancelled for the rest of the year and maybe longer, 

depending on the pandemic. As a result, our Choir Director’s position will be “on hold” for the duration. 

3. Based on our resolution to pay 70 percent of Apportionments until year-end, we will be making two more 

payments in the near future for a total of six. 

4. Due to the need for more speed on the Internet. We may soon be changing Internet provider.  

 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

Our local UMW will meet Thursday, September 17th, at 1:00  p.m. by the door or in the Fellowship Hall if 
the weather is raining or too hot.  Wear masks.  Bring a chair if outside.  Note time.  1:00 p.m.  No 
refreshments will be served.  Bring your own beverage if you would like one.  More information will be 
emailed soon. 
 

Our District UMW will meet via Zoom on September 19th at 9 a.m.  Violet Johnicker, pastor at Brooke 
Road UMC, will speak on racism.  Be watching for more information!! 

 
 

http://p.m.by/


 

 

READINGS FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

September 6 
 

Exodus 12:1-14 
Psalm 149 or 148 (UMH 861) 

Romans 13:8-14 
Matthew 18:15-20 

 

September 13 
 

Exodus 14:19-31 
Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21 (UMH 135) 

Romans 14:1-12 
Matthew 18:21-35 

 

September 20 
 

Exodus 16:2-15 
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 or Psalm 78 (UMH 799) 

Philemon 1:21-30 
Matthew 20:1-16 

 

September 27 
 

Exodus 17:1-7 
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 (UMH 799) 

Philemon 2 1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32 

 

 

VIDEO OF OUR SERVICE: 
We are now making a video of our Sunday 
service that will be added to our website every 
Sunday.  It will also be on YouTube, on our 
Facebook page, and emailed to everyone.  This 
continues to be a learning experience for us and 
we welcome your input.  Please be sure to check 
out the various formats and let us know what you 
think. 

 

SQUEEK  DEADLINE 

Thursday, September 17 is the deadline for the 
October, 2020 Squeek.  Please have your articles 
in by this date.  The Squeek has to be ready to 
print on Wednesday September 24th and it takes 
a little time to arrange the articles to fit each page.   
 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
 

The Church Office will be closed Monday, 
September 7th  in observance of Labor Day. 
 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS: 
 

01 Karen Boeger   01 Sue Rich 
02 Nancy Calvert   03 George David 
03 Aaron Bourkland  04 Coralee Hardwick 
04 Steve Wirtz    05 Mark Hoey 
07 Olivia O’Hea    08 Barb Hoey 
10 Kim Gorham    11 Thomas Hardwick 
12 Kyle Alms     12 Joe Gaziano 
12 Eileen Shultz    16 Kelley Beard 
19   Sierra Swartout   21 Rhonda Brown 
23   Andy Gloor    23 Tara Glenny 
24   Sue Murr     25 Retha Alongi 
28   Pat Hammer    28 Bobbie Franklin 
28   Gordon Smith   30 Jason Williams 
 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: 
07  Dan & Becky Taylor 
 19 Bill & Joyce Brown 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
Those in the congregation, who are experiencing 
physical or emotional distress.  
  

Barb Hoey   Hank Hollar   Rena Borgman 
Covella Weller  Marie Kamens  Mark Hoey 
Ron Niday   Sandy Wenig  Shirley Goranson 
Jim Gridley   George Franklin  Don O’Hea 
Cloe Sturner  Karla Burrows  Esther Crandall 
Ruben Alvarez David Levine  Sandy Boeke 
Bill Rhodes   Judy Gsell-Kittel 
 

Also please pray for people around the world, 
especially people who are suffering with Corona 
virus. 

For medical and health workers, first 
responders, and volunteers 

 

Names of persons will be maintained on the 
prayer list for a month.  It may be determined to 
discontinue or be continued for an additional 
month. 
 

Because we are moving to have a video of our 
services on the website and on youtube, Pastor 
will not mention names on Sunday unless he has 
direct and specific permission from an immediate 
family member. 
 

 

 



 

KIDS CLUB NEWS: 
 

We have decided to wait until January to see if we will try to continue our Crossroads 
Kids Club ministry at West View Elementary School. We have considered many options 
since the school district is discouraging outside groups in the schools. Our decision has 
come about due to many reasons, some of which are: 
 

1. Rising virus statistics 
2. The age of our volunteers 
3. Few volunteers 
4. Uncertainty of school openings 
5. Advisability of children gathering 

We will revisit the possibility in January and certainly hope we can start up again by fall 2021. 
 

Please continue to pray for this ministry & for our children. 
 

John & Linda Ruhl 
 
 

School will be starting again.  Be careful driving when you see a school bus! 

 

 

CHOIR NEWS 
Out of an abundance of caution, we will not be resuming choir practices for both the Sanctuary and Bell 
Choirs in September. I am postponing all practices until after the first of the year, and will evaluate the virus 
situation then. 
As of now, there is no viable vaccine, and the number of cases and deaths from the virus is increasing. 
The virus is not under control. We are in Phase 4 of recovery, but it is possible that we will regress to an 
earlier phase. 
I pray that soon we can gather together again safely to make music for God’s glory! 
Jenny Graham 
 
 

 
 

CROP WALK 2020  CROP Hunger Walk Goes Virtual 
 

This year the Rockford Area CROP Hunger Walk will be a virtual one. In 
past years many who were unable to attend the event walked in spirit. This 
year everyone will be a spirit walker in our virtual CROP Hunger Walk.  For 
the first time in two decades we will not gather at the Riverfront Museum 
Park on the third Sunday in October. Because of the Covid-19 virus 
October 18th will be devoted to your personal or small group walks or rides 
around your local community. You are encouraged to think outside the box 
of ways to demonstrate that Aldersgate Church  is a Community 
Responding to Overt Poverty, that is, a CROP community.  Last year our 
congregation raised $890, of which $223.50 went to the Rock River Valley 

Pantry Coalition. The rest has been feeding people through Church World 
Service. Worldwide hunger has never been greater than now because of the Covid-19 pandemic.  Register 
to walk by contacting Mindy Ambrose, mindygunsmoke20@gmail.com. Ask her to order your free t-shirt in 
your size from s,m,l,xl,xxl. 
 

T-Shirt Logo 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 4 5 

6 

Sunday Service 

9:00 AM 

7 

Labor Day 

Office closed 

8 9 10 11 12 

13 

Sunday Service 

9:00 AM 

14 15 16 

AWED 6:00 PM 

17 

Squeek deadline 

18 19 

20 

Sunday Service 

9:00 AM 

21 22 23 24 

Squeek sent out 

25 26 

27 

Sunday Service 

9:00 AM 

28 29 30       

 

 

September 2020 


