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Phone  (815) 654-3800  Fax  (815) 654-8690 
 

E-mail:  unitedaldersgate@sbcglobal.net  

Open Hearts, 

Open Minds, 

         Open Doors 
 

 

     Church  Office  Hours       Website:  www.aldersgaterkfd.org 
       8:30 am – 12:30 pm       Check us out on Facebook:  Aldersgate Church 
                AND Twitter: @AldersgateUMC1 
 

On Monday, May 25, the Church Office will be closed for Memorial Day 
 

NORMAL SUNDAY  SCHEDULE 
 

9:30  Worship  --  Traditional yet informal 
9:45  Sunday School Classes (September-May) 

   10:45  Fellowship Time  --  A relaxing time with friends 
 

                        APRIL 2020 
 
Sunday, May 3 – Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

Sunday, May -10 – Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Sunday, May 17 – Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

Sunday, May 24 – Ascension Sunday 
 

Sunday, May 31 - Pentecost 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Core Values of our church:  Family, Love, Compassion. 
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May, 2020 
 
 

Dear family and friends of Aldersgate UMC,  
 

I hope and pray that you, your family, your friends, and neighbors are doing well in this 
uncertain time. And I hope that you are safe by keeping to the guidelines such as social 
distancing, staying-at-home, washing your hands frequently, and having a mask when 
you meet people. We are going through a time that we never had before. We have to 
accept our new normal which is so different from our usual normal.  

 

Schools in Illinois will not have in-person class until fall. Please keep the children and parents in your 
prayer. We had to stop the Kids Club program in March and we are not able to return. The Kids Club is 
now officially ended as the governor announced that the schools will be closed for the rest of the school 
year. The leaders of the Kids Club of our church have sent letters to our students two times to say we miss 
them and to encourage them to sing the songs and memorize the Bible verses that they have learned from 
the Kids Club.  And we tell the children and their parents that they are in our prayers.  
 

While we haven’t had in-person worship service in our beautiful sanctuary since March 22, you have 
received Sunday bulletins through church email. Bulletins were also posted on the church’s facebook and 
website. We also have online services with video and audio for Sunday worship services on both facebook 
and the website. The Palm Sunday Car Parade was great. I was so excited to see those who came to 
participate in the parade. We will never forget that moment. Easter Sunday service was so different from 
other years. We now know what empty means and an empty sanctuary reminds us of the empty tomb. 
Jesus is not in the tomb anymore. He is risen!. The Risen Christ is with us and gives us new peace, hope, 
and mission.    
 

Thank you for your faithful and continual generosity. The Church is closed but ministry continues in very 
different ways and your faithful generosity makes it possible. The Church office is closed and the church 
staff is working from home. But they are busier than at other times as they try to do something they never 
did before. As you may know church group email is able only through the church office computer. Since 
Mary works from home, she can only send out church email two to three times a week: Monday for Weekly 
e-News and Thursday for Squeek and Friday for Sunday Bulletins. Please contact me thru either my cell 
phone 847-668-6035 or parsonage at 815-654-2249 or email at sungjamoon@gmail.com for prayer 
request or any questions.  The church email can also be used.  Mary watches the church email at her 
home. She will let me know as soon as she receives email from you. 
 

The General Conference of our denomination which was scheduled in May and the Jurisdictional 
Conference in July have both been canceled. The General Conference is the decision making body of the 
United Methodist Church and the Jurisdictional Conference is to elect new bishops. Both conferences will 
be held in 2021. And the Annual Conference of the Northern Illinois in June was canceled with the hope 
that we may have it sometime in the fall.  
 

Let us continue to ponder what we can learn from this uncertain and different time and how we still can be 
good neighbors for others and how we can be the hands, heart, and feet of Jesus Christ. 
 

Peace be with you! 
Be Strong, Smart, and Safe! 
Pastor SungJa Moon  
 

 



FINANCE NEWS FOR MAY 2020: 
 

Our Grand daughter, Carolyn Zick, has her own business as a Social Media Marketing Consultant.  More than a 
month ago, when the COVID19 reared its ugly head and changed how we do things, she realized that a new and 
different approach was needed to deal with life’s new reality.        So she changed her entire approach to Digital 
Marketing, and it is working!   
 

Likewise, at Aldersgate UMC, we also need to take stock of the way we do things – where we question the old adage 
of “we’ve always done it that way”!   What better (and maybe necessary) time to do that than NOW where we are 
shut down and have to deal with “church business” differently. This is already happening with the aldersgaterkfd.org 
website being used to provide Worship Services in audio format and on YouTube thanks to the efforts and skills of 
Jenny Graham, Andy Gloor, Pastor Sungja and others (Thanks guys) 
 

Also, as you may have noticed, Finance has been advocating the use of Mail-In offering envelopes to enable a 
continued  (and necessary)  revenue stream!  The Statements for your First Quarter giving are being mailed this 
coming week and will contain an envelope to mail in your gifts to the church. PLEASE take advantage of this 
 

Maintaining income is needed, but there are many expense reducing actions that can, and are being taken during 
this down time when the church is minimally occupied. Our Finance Committee has met the last two months via 
email, most recently last week, and many useful suggestions have been made.  The suggestions include the 
following items, some are or have been done and some need further evaluation. Thanks to Mike, Jenny, Jay, and 
Pastor Brett for the following suggestions. 

 Unplug electronic devices when not in use.  This includes copiers, printers, audio systems, microwaves, 
televisions, etc.  Many of these devices continue to use electricity even with the switch off, thus the need to 
unplug from the power source. 

 Turn thermostats down or off 

 Shut down the boiler with warmer weather 

 Open some interior doors to allow the heat to equalize throughout the building 

 Suspend, if possible, trash and recycling contracts. 

 Reduce the number of telephone lines in use, if possible. 
 

And one final savings – our appeal to reduce Apportionments by about $7,500 has been accepted by the Northern 
Illinois Conference of the UMC. 
 

May God Bless ALL of you for your loyal and generous commitment to Aldersgate UMC. 
 

Jon Boettner, Finance Chair 

 

DOUG WILLIAMS TOY MINISTRY OF ALDERSGATE NEWS FOR MAY 2020: 
 

Like everything else during this COVID19 period, our methods of conducting our toy making processes has adapted 
to the new reality.  The major consequences of the Virus period are the many restrictions on people movement and 
contact.  Many of our Toy Makers reside on the Wesley Willows Campus and are affected especially if they reside in 
the Towne Centre or Arbor. 
The Wesley Willows Wood Shop is in the Arbor and, we think, that all toys that have been completed, have been 
removed except for the Fire Trucks (which were in process) and perhaps the Big Rig Truck. We are also looking for 
the School Buses. 
 

Despite this obstacle, the following activities continues:  Painting wheels – Norm Rice, Al Patton, Lyle Hampton, 
Joyce Hart, Gene Skoglund, Pete Weller, Jose Siejco; Painting details on Buses, Daisy Cars and Bugs is Lisa 
Williams; Cutting out Road Graders (100) - George Franklin and Helicopters (100) - Bill Rhodes.  Bill is also finishing 
assembly on 100 each of Race Cars, Princess Cars, Ambulances, Police Cars, Batman Cars, and Pickup Trucks.  
Still to be done are 100 each Cabs and Trailers and Tractors.  George and Bill will do these.  Also, to enable the 
completion of the Batman and Ambulances, Pat Clankie is cutting out the stickers. 
 

We are doing fine and it is still early!  Let’s Pray for an end to COVID19 so life can get back to normal! 
May GOD BLESS ALL OF YOU  for your participation in this exciting and fulfilling MINISTRY! 
 

Jon Boettner 



 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

The United Methodist Women have cancelled all General meetings until September 17th due to the virus 
epidemic. 
Our April program was to have been:  "A Call to Prayer and Self Denial" with a collection taken. 
If you wish to contribute, please make your check to (United Methodist Women, with "A Call to Prayer" in 
memo line and mail to our Treasurer, Coralee Hardwick, 10970 Norman Ave, Machesney Park, IL., 
61115.)  Stay Safe, Stay Healthy. 
 

THANK YOU NOTES 
 
Dear Paster SungJa, 
 

Thank you for the printout News for April and for your warm greeting.  Such a strange time we are living in.  
“Be strong, smart and safe. 
 

Bev & Hank Hollar 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Dear Rev. Moon, 
 

I’m so grateful for your congregation’s recent gift to Rockford Rescue Mission.  These past weeks have 
been scary and uncertain for us all.  They have been especially difficult for the hundreds of vulnerable 
men, women and children we serve here at the Mission.  I am thankful that, despite the statewide 
shutdown, we have been able to continue offering food, shelter and hope.  Our Crisis centers have been 
full every day.  Our Life Recovery programs continue to serve many. 
 

None of this could be happening without the steady support of our church families.  Of course, this health 
crisis has played out during the Easter season and beyond.  Even in this time of great uncertainty, together 
we celebrate life and certain hope through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  What a joy it has 
been to hear that celebration from transformed men and women here at the Mission. 
 

Your church’s donations, combined with the contributions of other kind friends, make it possible for the 
Mission to provide food, shelter, clothing-and above all else, God’s Word-to the Rock River Valley’s 
neediest souls.  And then, our long-term Life Recovery programs are filled with Christian guidance.  The 
love, acceptance and encouragement of our staff and volunteers give men, women and children the 
confidence they need to build meaningful and fulfilling lives. 
 

We simply couldn’t provide these life-transforming opportunities without the gifts we receive from your 
church and other caring partners.  Thank you again for your generosity in this time of great need. 
 

Partners in Hope, 
Sherry Putney, Chief Executive Officer 
Rockford Rescue Mission 
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This month’s Squeek is shorter than usual 
due to the uncertainties created by the 
Covid19 Virus and the state’s order for 
everyone to stay at home.   

 

READINGS FOR MAY 
 

May 3 – Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 2:42-47 
Psalm 23 (UMH 754 or 137) 

1 Peter 2:19-25 
John 10:1-10 

 

May 10 – Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 7:55-60 
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 (UMH 764) 

1 Peter 2:2-10 
John 14:1-14 

 

May 17 – Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 17:22-31 
Psalm 66:8-20 (UMH 790) 

1 Peter 3:13-22 
John 14:15-21 

 

May 24 – Ascension Sunday 
 

Acts 1:6-14 
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 (UMH 792) 

1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
John 17:1-11 

 

May 31 – Pentecost 
 

Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b (UMH 826) 

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
John 7:37-39 

 

 

KIDS CLUB NEWS 
 

Sadly due to the virus, our Kids Club has ended for the 

2019-2020 school year.  We have communicated twice 

with our children by email or snail mail.  We hope life 

returns to normal this summer and that we will be able 

to start up again in the fall.  Please pray for our 

children & their families.  Thank you for your support.   

John & Linda Ruhl 

 

 
 

 
 

Birthdays: 
 

03 Joanne McNames    03 Lucy Henderson 
04 Bill Rhodes      04 Caramie Waugh 
04 Nancy Byrnes     09 Andy Weller 
09 Nolan Dimke      11 Don Smith 
11 Keith Boeke      12 Myra David 
12 Nicole Barker     14  Ashleigh Smith 
18 Joe Beard      18 Jerry Robey 
20 Larry Garner      20 Donelle Moyer 
21 Noah Monson     22 Jean Hackenburg 
26 Dave Goranson     27 Barbara Stauffer 
30 Phyllis Manrod 
 

Anniversaries: 
10 Ron & Anne Niday   15 Don & Ashleigh Smith 
18 Hank & Bev Hollar   20 Wes & Bobbie Franklin 
 

Thursday, May 21st is the deadline for 
the June Squeek.   
Please have your articles in by this date.  The Squeek 
has to be ready to print on Wednesday the 23rd and it 
takes a little time to arrange the articles to fit each 
page.   

NEW PAGE ON OUR WEBSITE: 
We have added a new page on our website for the 
bulletins that we have been emailing while we have 
been unable to have normal services.  Please check it 
out. 
 

MAY HELPERS: 
When we are able to have normal services again, we 
will follow the schedule that was set at the beginning 
of the year.  We will let you know in the weekly email 
as soon as we start again. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
Those in the congregation, who are experiencing 

physical or emotional distress.  
  

Barb Hoey   Hank Hollar   Rena Borgman 
Covella Weller  Marie Kamens  Mark Hoey 
Ron Niday   Sandy Wenig   Shirley Goranson 
Joe Johnson   Jim Gridley   Paul Leaf 
George Franklin  Don O’Hea   Cloe Sturner 
Karla Burrows  Esther Crandall  Ruben Alvarez 
David Levine 
Carl & Jean Hackenburg on the death of Carl’s brother 
Also please pray for people around the world, especially 
people who are suffering with Corona virus. 

For the victims of recent tornado. 
For medical and health workers, first responders, 
and volunteers 

 


