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Phone  (815) 654-3800 
E-mail:  unitedaldersgate@sbcglobal.net  

 

Open Hearts, 

Open Minds, 

         Open Doors 
 

 

     Church  Office  Hours       Website:  www.aldersgaterkfd.org 
       8:30 am – 12:30 pm       Check us out on Facebook:  Aldersgate Church 
 

Church Office Closed 
Thursday, November 24, and Friday November 25 
In observance of Thanksgiving 

 

SUNDAY  SCHEDULE 
 

9:00  Worship  --  Traditional yet informal 
   10:15  Fellowship Time  --  A relaxing time with friends 
 

                        NOVEMBER 2022 
 

November 6 – All Saints Day 
 

November 13 – 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 

November 20 – 24th Sunday after Pentecost 
                              Thanksgiving Sunday 

 

November 27 – First Sunday of Advent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Core Values of our church:  Family, Love, 
Compassion. 
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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR 

NOVEMBER 2022 

 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run 
with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the 
pioneer and perfecter of our faith...” ~Hebrews 12:1 

 

 

 

All Saints Day is November 1st, it marks the day in which we give honor to those saints 
who have passed away as well as recognize our responsibility to carry on the faith they 
so faithfully lived.  We must fill in the empty space they left in the church when they 
passed on from this life to be with God. 
 

This means that All Saints Day is not a passive day where we sit back and only 
remember the saints, rather, it is an active moment of commitment and awareness that 
if we do not carry on the faith, no one else will.  They are gone and we must keep the 
spirit alive. 
 

If you want to have a choir, you must sing.  If you want to have a bell choir, you must 
ring the bells, if you want to have children, youth, and more people in the church, you 
must go and get them and invite them.  If you want to keep your church alive, you must 
commit to being an active participant in the ministry of your church.  As my father used 
to tell me, “Faith is a fact and faith is an act”. 
 

This reminds me of how the Spanish translation of John 1:1 reads, “And the Word 
(Jesus) was a verb.”  What does a verb represent in grammar?  Do you remember?  A 
verb represents action.  God through Jesus Christ has called you to action, to be a 
verb, by keeping the faith.  God wants you to be a faithful servant of action. 
 

This All Saints Day, let's recommit our lives to God by becoming a verb, by keeping the 
faith of the saints. Don't let everything our loved ones who have passed away unravel 
and fall apart.  They are watching us, they are a cloud of witnesses who surround us.  
Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us. 
 

NOVEMBER 2022 
 

November 6th   -  "Compassion On The Harassed And Helpless",   Matthew 9:35-38 
November 13th - "The Power Of Persistence"                               Matthew 15:21-28 
November 20th - "Building God's Family"                                      Matthew 16:13-20 
November 27th - "Live Abundantly"                                               John 10:1-10 
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DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS 
 

We return to Standard Time at 2:00 AM on Sunday, November 6, 2020.  Remember 

to reset you’re your clocks to “FALL BACK” on Saturday night.  You will get an 

extra hour of sleep! 
 

 

 

THANKSGIVING DINNER 
 

Court Street UMC, 215 N. Court Street 

Thursday, November 24
th

 Serving from 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
 

Court Street UMC’s annual Thanksgiving Dinner is scheduled for Thursday, 

November 24. 
 

If you would like to volunteer to help, please contact Bert at 815-721-4605. 
 

Help will be needed Tuesday morning and Wednesday morning and afternoon, help is also needed 

starting at 7:00 am on Thanksgiving and then again on Friday morning to clean up and take down. 
 

We will also be needing donations of store-baked pies, bottled water and prepackaged applesauce cups.  

These items need to be delivered by 3:00 pm on Tuesday, November 22. 
 

Any cash donations should go to Court Street United Methodist Church (memo line:  Thanksgiving 

Dinner). 
 

 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
The church office will be closed on Friday November 24 and 25 for the Thanksgiving holiday 

 

OCTOBER HELPERS 
 

Lay Readers   A/V Technicians  

November 6 Jenny Graham  November 6 Andy Gloor 

November 13 Theresa O’Hea  November 13 Mike O’Hea 

November 20 Rich Thurman  November 20 Jay Alms 

November 27 Anne Niday  November 27 Jenny Graham 

FROM the SPIRITUAL RESOURCE CENTER (SRC) at AUMC (Fellowship Hall)  
Newsletters  from various ministsries are available in the SRC as well as books, Bibles, commentaries, 

DVDs and VHS tapes of music or drama or teaching. You may borrow any item and return it when you 

are finished. Enjoy! 
 

November Gospel reading references for Cycle C of the Christian year: 
11/6/22   All Saints Sunday         Luke 20:27-38   Color:  Green 

11/13/22  Time after Pentecost        Luke 21:5-19    Color:  Green 

11/20/22  Thanksgiving/Christ the King Sunday  Luke 23:33-43   Color:  White or Gold 

Begin Cycle A of the Christian year: 
11/27/22  First Sunday in Advent       Matthew 24:36-44  Color:  Purple or Blue 

 

Festivals and Commemorations in November  
11/6/22  All Saints Day       11/25/22  Isaac Watts, hymnwriter, 1748 

11/20/22 Andrew, Apostle 
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

01 Amanda Henderson 11 Jim Wilson 19   Wendy Gloor 

01 Makayla Barker 13 Marci Wirtz 21   Jack Alongi 

04 Cheryl Thurman 16 Janice Ingham 23   Bernice Johnson 

10 Cindy Fisher 17 Ashley Reynolds 28   Carolyn Glenny Zick 

10 Sandy Franklin   
 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 22 Larry & Donna Paladino 

 24 Mike & Theresa O’Hea 

 25 Tom & Bonnie Moore 

 30 Parker & Donelle Moyer 
 

 

Remember In Your Prayers 
 

Those in the congregation who are experiencing 

physical or emotional distress:   

Covella Weller Sandy Wenig  

Don O’Hea  Karla Burrow  

Connie Dorsey Jon Boettner 

Doug Graham David Levine  

Phyllis Manrod June Morgensen 

The family and friends of Richard Manrod who 

passed away earlier this week 

The family and friends of Rena Borgmann who 

passed away earlier this week 
 

Note: After the printing of this Squeek, there may have been 

others hospitalized or ill.  We need your help.  Please notify 

the Church Office.  Thank you. 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

SQUEEK  DEADLINE 
 

Thursday, November 17th is the deadline for the 
December, 2022 Squeek.  Please have your 
articles in by this date.  The Squeek will be sent 
out on Wednesday, November 23. 
 

Please notice that the Squeek will be sent out 
a day earlier than usual.  This is due to the 
Thanksgiving Holliday. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

Good morning all, 
 

I am looking for volunteers to help clean the 
church. 
 

I will be there Saturday morning @ 08:00. 
The more volunteers that participate, the quicker 
cleaning can be completed. 
 

I feel that if 6-8 people participate it will take no 
longer than one hour. 
 

The budget does not support hiring people to 
clean. 
 

Respectfully, 
Jay Alms, Trustee Chair 
815.484.3185 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

LUNCH & LEISURE:  Lunch & Leisure will meet 

again on Friday, November 18, 2022, 11:30 am at 

The Cracker Barrel, 730 N. Lyford Rd, Rockford.  

Jane Nihan is host.  Please sign up by Wednesday, 

November 16
th

 if you are attending the Lunch.  

Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board outside the 

church office.  Or contact the church office, or 

Jane. 
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BETH EDEN BETHLEHEM MARKETPLACE 

The Beth Eden Bethlehem Marketplace will be Saturday, Dec. 3, from 11 am to 4 pm so there is plenty 

of opportunity for people to attend and not interfere with church. 

This will be a live re-enactment of the Bethlehem in the day of the Roman rule of King Herod and all 

residents of Roman lands had to register in Bethlehem for taxation purposes. 

There is a census taker at the gate, vendors selling their wares, an animal trader and corral, the Inn, and 

cave where Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus are staying.   A guide will be escort you from the 

sanctuary in groups and you can enjoy holiday music while waiting. 

If you would like to volunteer, we need people to set up and people to be in the booths as vendors and 

interact with the visitors. Practice and costumes are handed out November 27, after 11 am service at 

Beth Eden is over. Construction may start even that day with the supplies taken out of storage. 

Anyone willing to take part please leave your name with Mary at Aldersgate or Pam at Beth Eden 

and they can share with the committee. 

There will also be a sign-up sheet at both churches. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Children’s Christmas Shop 
 

Children of all ages are invited to come and shop for Christmas gifts for family and friends.  There is a 
large selection of items for all ages.  

 

This event is at  Beth Eden UM Church, 3201 Huffman Blvd., Rockford, IL 
On Saturday December 10th  from 10:00 AM till 2:00 PM 

 

Parents must accompany their children.  Prices are reasonable and gift wrapping is available. 
 

Come share the Christmas spirit! 

 
 

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 
 

You are invited to share in the Christmas spirit at Aldersgate UMC by 

purchasing one or more poinsettias that will be part of the sanctuary 

décor.  Plants, which will be on display, may be claimed after the 

Christmas weekend services.  Your order form and $11.99 for each plant 

ordered must be in the Church Office by Monday, November 28th, 2022.  

Please return forms ASAP!! 
 

This order is for ___ poinsettias at $11.99 each.   
 

Plant(s) is/are being purchased “In Honor of” or “In Memory of”.(Please circle one) 
 

___Red  ___White  ___Pink 
 

Person’s Name:    ___________________________________________________ 

 

Ordered by:      ____________________________________________________ 

 

Amount enclosed:     _____________ 
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TOY MINISTRY NEWS FOR NOVEMBER 2022 
 
THE END IS NEAR!! No, not the end of the world, but the of end toy production for 2022! 
 
The TOY ELVES are BUSY, BUSY, BUSY!  These ELVES have been with the team all year, and, 
knowing the danger of missing someone – here goes! 
 
THE WOODWORKERS FROM WESLEY WILLOWS HEADED BY Roland Wenig and Jose Seico (Jose 
also did some wheel painting!), George Franklin who does most everything but concentrating on 
assembly; our painters:  Gene Skoglund, Joyce Hart, Jean Hackenberg, Jane Nihan, and Mindy 
Ambrose.  The detailers: Theresa O’Hea, Nancy Whitson, and Pat Clankie. Paint and other supplies 
including wheels and pins plus procured by Alice Rice, and all of this coordinated by Beth Boettner. If we 
have missed anyone – LET ME KNOW – Jon Boettner. 
 
Right now, we have many toys IN PROCESS and nearly complete. For example – some of these tasks: 
assembly, windows, other detailing, stickers, wheel painting, car body painting (approximately 350), glue 
wash, and bagging, Come on down to the toy room, and see it all! 
 
As usual, MAY GOD BLESS YOU ALL AND MAY GOD BLESS THIS MINISTRY!! 
 
Jon 
 
 
 

AUMC FINANCE FOR NOVEMBER 2022 
 

A lot has happened, financially, this year, particularly the last five months since we began yoking with 
Beth Eden UMC (BEUMC). The following briefly summarizes the major events that have occurred as 
AUMC and BEUMC begin learning how this yoking process works: 

1. A payment of $9,000 apportionment was made in early July. 

2. Yoking began 

3.  An amended Budget was approved with reduction due to yoking. 

4. The 2023 Budget was approved by the Church Council for AUMC yoked status. This Budget is lower 

as result of yoking, from $198,000 to $143,000 with another potential $9,000 reduction. If the 

Northern Illinois Conference accepts our Appeal of $9,000 for Apportionments, the Total for 2023 will 

be $9,000. 

5. BEUMC pays for ½ of AUMC parsonage utilities because Pastor Brett chose to live in AUMC’s 

parsonage leaving BEUMC parsonage to be rented, sold or left vacant. 

6. The envelope giving from January thru September was $90,207 with 70 families participating. Our 

budget of $174,823 (down $23,150 from $198,073 due to yoking) will be our goal for December 31st.  
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ONCE LOST BUT NOW FOUND 

Brett A. Todd 
 

ONCE LOST BUT NOW FOUND. There is a Bible story in which many scholars believe was once lost and 

hundreds of years later, found again.  It is one of the most beloved stories in the Bible, “The Woman Caught in 

Adultery” (John 7:53; 8:1-11).  As the story goes, a woman was caught (trapped) in the very act of adultery with a 

man.  So the religious leaders bring her to Jesus to see if they could trap Jesus into saying something contrary to 

the Law. But Jesus in his wisdom writes in the sand and tells the religious leaders, “Let anyone among you who is 

without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.”  It is a beautiful and captivating story. 
 

Although this story is found in the Gospel of John, scholars agree, John didn’t write it.  It doesn’t belong in the 

Gospel of John. In fact, you cannot find it in any New Testament Greek manuscript prior to the end of the 5th-

century.  This is hundreds of years after Jesus' death. There are possible hints of its existence from early Church 

Fathers, but no written manuscripts.  Additionally, it is apparent; the scribes who added this story to the Greek 

New Testament manuscripts were not sure where to put it.  So, what they did is put it in several different locations 

in different manuscripts in the Gospel of John.  To be exact, when we look at these Greek manuscripts, we find this 

particular story in eleven different locations in the Gospel of John.  One scribe even put it in between the Gospel of 

Luke and John. 
 

You might have even noticed in your Bible the double bracket [[  ]] around this story.  This indicates that this story 

is not in the oldest New Testament Greek manuscripts.   
 

With all of the above mentioned, we might ask, why did modern Scholars leave this story in the Bible if it wasn’t 

there in the first place?  Remember, the story was added to the New Testament hundreds of years later and scribes 

were not sure where to put the story in the Bible.  So why was it included in the Bible?   The answer is interesting. 

As scholars, not all, looked at this ancient story of “The Woman Caught in Adultery”, they agreed it had all the 

earmarkings of a historical Jesus story.  
 

You might ask, where did this story come from?  Scholars are pretty certain this is one of those once lost but now 

found authentic memory stories that were floating around for hundreds of years unattached to any written 

document.  It was a Jesus memory story passed down from one Christian to another by word of mouth until it 

found its way into the Gospel of John as we know it. 
 

Again, it is important to understand not all of the memory stories of Jesus were passed down.  Many of them were 

not included in the Gospels because of time and space and were subsequently lost forever.  Possibly the author of 

the Gospel of John was referring to this when he said, “But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every 

one of them were written down, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.” 

(John 21:25). There were so many Jesus memory stories that authors of the Gospels had to pick and choose which 

ones to share.  Those that were not used were lost forever in time. 
 

In our next study, we will look at some other Gospels you may have not heard of and the diversity they brought to 

early Christianity? 

https://www.blogger.com/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 4 5 

6 
Communion 
All Saints Sunday 
Daylight Savings Ends 

7 8 
PEO 8:30-12:30 am 

9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 
Squeek Deadline 

18 
Lunch & Leisure 11:30 
am 

19 

20 21 22 
 

23 
Squeek mailed-
emailed 

24 
Thanksgiving Day 
Office Closed 

25 
Office Closed 

26 

27 
First Sunday of Advent 

28 
Turn in all Poinsettia 
Orders 

29 30       

 

November 2022 
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