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Aldersgate Church…United

Phone (815) 654-3800
E-mail: unitedaldersgate@sbcglobal.net

Open Hearts,
Open Minds,
Open Doors
Church Office Hours
8:30 am – 12:30 pm

Methodist

Andy Gloor, Lay Leader
Mary Jensen, Secretary
Jane Nihan, Organist
Rev. Brett Todd, Pastor

Website: www.aldersgaterkfd.org
Check us out on Facebook: Aldersgate Church

Church Office Closed Thursday, November 25, and Friday November 26 In observance
of Thanksgiving
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The Core Values of our church: Family, Love, Compassion.

PASTOR’S LETTER NOVEMBER 2021
The effects of war upon our soldiers are not only staggering for them, but also for their
spouses and other family members. PTSD (Post-traumatic stress disorder) hurts
everyone and its effects are passed down from one generation to the other. The Bible
talks about the harsh impact of war when it says, Revelations 6:4, “And out came
another horse, bright red; its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, so that
people would slaughter one another; and he was given a great sword.”
God has called us to peace, the Bible says, Romans 14:19, “Let us then pursue what
makes for peace…” Nevertheless, we don’t have control of what rulers decide, and yes, sometimes
there is regrettably, Ecclesiastes 3:8, “...a time for war…”. This means the effects of war are
something we all have to deal with. Our sons and daughters who go to war will come back changed
and hurt. What do we do?
If you are experiencing the ravages of war, PTSD, find someone to talk with, and not just you, but
your whole family. Remember, PTSD affects everyone. As a spouse, you may not want to wait and
you would rather get away from it all, but give it a chance and seek guidance and healing. The Bible
says, James 5:13-15, “Are any among you suffering? ... Are any among you sick? They should call
for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the
Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has
committed sins will be forgiven.”
Let’s pray: It is me again God. It has been tough for my whole family. We need your guidance and
we need your healing. Help us see your grace and love in the struggle. Point us in the direction to go
and seek healing. Amen.

NOVEMBER 2021 SERMONS
November 7th,
November 14th,
November 21st,
November 28th,

“Mobilizing Your Pain”, Acts 4:32-37
‘Replacing Fear With Hope”, Acts 4:32-37
“Finding Your Intimate Inner Core”, 2 Corinthians 12:8-10/1 John 4:18
“The Wounded Healer...You”, James 5:16

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE.
We hope to have a Christmas Eve Candle Light Service, December 24th at 3 pm that will last 30
minutes or so. There should be the usual Christmas Eve music from our hymnal, maybe special
music, and a Christmas reading rather than a full-blown sermon.
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~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

READINGS FOR NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER
HELPERS

November 1
All Saints Sunday
24th Sunday after Pentecost,
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17
Psalm 127 or Psalm 42 (UMH 777)
Hebrews 9:24-28
Mark 12:38-44
November 14
25 Sunday after Pentecost
th

1 Samuel 1:4-20
1 Samuel 2:1-10 or Psalm 113 (UMH 834)
Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18) 19-25
Mark 13:1-8
November 21
Christ the King/Reign of Christ
26th Sunday after Pentecost,
2 Samuel 23:1-7
Psalm 132:1_12 (UMH 849)
Revelations 1:4b-8
John 18:33-37
November 25
Thanksgiving Day
Joel 2:21-27
Psalm 126 (UMH 847)
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Matthew 6:25-33
November 28
First Sunday of Advent
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10 (UMH 756)
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

A/V
Technicians
November 7
November 14
November 21
November 28

Jay Alms
Mike O’Hea
Jenny Graham
Mike O’Hea

---From the Spiritual Resource Center
Hymn remembrances for November 2021 as
suggested by the UMC calendar Margaret Kasak
Nov. 7 All Saints Day , (green)
UMH #711 “For All the Saints”
May all the saints who confess Christ by faith
before the world, rest from their labors, and bless
the name of Jesus forever.
Nov. 14 (Veterans Day) (green)
MH #117 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” by Isaac
Watts
O God, our hope for years to come; be our guide
while life lasts, and be our eternal home.
Nov. 21 Christ the King Sunday (white or gold);
Thanksgiving
UMH #154 “All Hail the Power of Jesus Name”
Hail him who saves you by his grace. Ascribe
all majesty to Him. Join the everlasting song and
crown Him Lord of all.
UMH #157 “Jesus Shall Reign”, by Isaac Watts
To Jesus endless prayer be made and praises
crown His head. Blessings abound where He
reigns; the weary find eternal rest.
UMH #203 “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed “
His reign on earth has begun; he comes to help the
poor and needy;
He bids the weak be strong…whose souls are
precious in His sight.
UMH #715 “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” by Charles
Wesley
Jesus the Savior reigns. His kingdom cannot fail.
Lift up your heart and voice; again I say rejoice!
Nov. 28 First Sunday of Advent (purple or blue)
UMH #211 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel “
O come, Wisdom from on high;
O come, great Lord of might,
Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee….

01
01
04
04
10
10

Amanda Henderson
Makayla Barker
Cheryl Thurman
Suzanne Cole Buchanan
Cindy Fisher
Sandy Franklin

11
13
16
17

Jim Wilson
Marci Wirtz
Janice Ingham
Ashley Reynolds

NOVEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES
21 Norm & Alice Rice
22Larry & Donna Paladino
24Mike & Theresa O’Hea
25Tom & Bonnie Moore
30Parker & Donelle Moyer

19
21
23
28

Wendy Gloor
Jack Alongi
Bernice Johnson
Carolyn Glenny Zick

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

CONGREGATIONAL CARE MINISTRY:
Aldersgate is looking for a few good people who would
like to reach out to fellow members of the AUMC
family. A Congregational Care Minister is asked to be
in touch with those who cannot get to church on a
consistent basis. You can be in touch by phone call
and/or in person visits. A Care Minister will listen to
joys and concerns, share those with the church family
and pator as needed and basically be a friendly face
and/or voice. We ask that a Care Minister be in touch on
a regular basis. If you are interested in this Outreach
effort, please contact Andy Gloor
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
Barb Hoey
Rena Borgman
Covella Weller
Mark Hoey
Ron Niday
Sandy Wenig
Don O’Hea
Karla Burrows
David Levine
Pete Weller
Bill Rhodes
Rachel Baskerville
Bev Hollar
Marylon Cole
Jack Axford
Thomas Hardwick
Also please pray for people around the world, especially
people who are suffering with Corona virus.
For medical and health workers, first responders, and
volunteers
Note: After the printing of this Squeek, there may have
been others hospitalized or ill. We need your help.
Please notify the Church Office. Thank you.

We return to Standard Time at 2:00 AM on Sunday,
November 7, 2021. Remember to reset you’re your
clocks to “FALL BACK” on Saturday night. You will
get an extra hour of sleep!
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

BRINGING BACK OUR HANDBELLS
Calling all handbell players! We would like to bring
back handbell music to our Worship services on a more
informal basis.
We won’t have a director, and we won’t need to rehearse
every week. As a group, we can select Sundays when we
are available to play, and plan rehearsals around that. We
will need to select easy music that doesn’t require a
complete bell choir.
Please let me (Jenny) know if you are interested. Email:
gcrackers86@comcast.net

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

SQUEEK DEADLINE
Thursday, November 18th is the deadline for
the December, 2021 Squeek. Please have
your articles in by this date. The Squeek will
be sent out on Wednesday, November 24.
Please notice that the Squeek will be sent
out a day earlier than usual. This is due to
the Thanksgiving Holliday.

THANKSGIVING DINNER
Court Street UMC,
215 N. Court Street
Thursday, November 25th - Serving
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM

If you would like to volunteer
to help, please contact Bert at
815-721-4605.

A THANK YOU NOTE
Dear Prayer Shawl Group,
I want to thank you for the thoughtful and functional prayer shawl, I used it in the hospital and
continue to use it at home.
I was deeply touched when Beth brought it over to me. It proved to be an uplifting “random act of
kindness” just before going in to surgery.
The surgery is very extensive and the initial recovery will be about w months until feel better and
stronger.
I’m sure your prayer shawls have touched the lives of many people in a very positive way. I believe
that there is great power in prayer.
Once again, thanks so much for your kindness and prayers.
Ellwyn Engloff

LUNCH & LEISURE
Lunch & Leisure will meet on Friday, November 19th, 11:30 am at Stockholm Inn, 2420 Charles
Street in Rockford. A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board outside the church office. Or contact the
office, Alice Nelson or Bernice Johnson by Wednesday, October 17th if you are attending.

HOLIDAY POINSETTIAS
If you are interested in ordering Christmas poinsettias from Village Green Nursery this year, please fill
out the form in this Squeek. We will provide forms to fill out on Sundays. But you may also fill out
this form and send or drop it off to the church office by Monday, November 29th. Poinsettia color
choices are Red, White & Pink. You can also choose Red, Green or Gold foil. The price is $11.99.
We ask that you either send in your money or leave it in the offering plate (marked Poinsettia) on
Sundays.

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM
You are invited to share in the Christmas spirit at Aldersgate UMC by
purchasing one or more poinsettias that will be part of the sanctuary décor.
Plants, which will be on display, may be claimed after the Christmas
weekend services. Your order form and $11.99 for each plant ordered must
be in the Church Office by Monday, November 29th, 2021. Please return
forms ASAP!!
This order is for ___ poinsettias at $9.99 each.
Plant(s) is/are being purchased “In Honor of” or “In Memory of”.(Please circle one)
___Red

___White

Person’s Name:
Ordered by:

___Pink

AND___Red Foil ___Green Foil ___Gold Foil

_________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Amount enclosed:

_____________

ALDERSGATE TOY MINISTRY NEWS FOR NOVEMBER 2021
Here we are in November, the month for calling agencies, hospitals, day care centers, police and fire
departments, missions and so on for their chance to order from our inventory of toys to be distributed to
these same places beginning after Thanksgiving. Andy Gloor has that honor except for a couple of
places, Lisa Williams will take the toys for Kids Above All to the ladies of LaGrange UMC who will
individually wrap the 360 toys in Christmas wrapping paper!!
Meanwhile, finishing this year’s production has shifted into high gear with 109 new Princess Cars’ decals
applied, glued labels and bagged and in inventory, thanks to Pat and Beth. This dynamic duo also is
working on Batman cars; Pat is having problems making the decals stick to the black paint. They have in
sight the Fire Trucks of which there are many. Pat is doing ladders, and glue washing the decal edges
after Beth puts them on. This will happen with all decals (about 800 in all)! And there are hundreds of
windows to paint. Nancy Whitson is working on these but I’m sure she would appreciate help – any
volunteers? Teresa O’Hea is finishing detailing about 100 Daisy cars and Buses, while George Franklin
has assembled all of this year’s production! Altogether, we will have nearly 1900 toys for this year!!
Of course all of this was made possible by the willing hands of all the Toy Ministry Group. Thanks TO
ALL OF YOU++, and Thanks be To GOD for HIS BLESSINGS on this fulfilling Ministry!!

ALDERSGATE FINANCE FOR NOVEMBER 2021
This month’s Finance report is a compilation of recent and ongoing activities of financial information,
including recent transactions, upcoming events and contribution Status.










Good news! Finance as been notified that we will receive a $25,000 bequeath from the estate of a
Wesley Willows resident. The Trustees will add this to our managed investments.
Tuesday, Oct 19 we assumed responsibility of some Missions actions including payments to
Rockford Rescue Mission for Thanksgiving Dinners and their general expenses; Salvation Army and
Court Street Methodist for Thanksgiving meals; Joy in the Harvest (an African based Mission by
Lowell and Claudia Wertz of USA); donation to Red Bird Mission. We also made a pledge to the
Rainbow Covenant (7 bands at $75 ea. Totaling $450)
Sent budgeting background data to committees for their part of the budgeting process which will be
assembled by Finance for the Ad Council approval. Deadline to return to Finance is October 31. The
next step in the budgeting process is setting up an In-Person Finance Committee meeting on Sunday
November 7 after church to assemble and approve a preliminary budget, then late in November,
have an Ad Council meeting to approve. (We need. an approved budget for the Annual Charge
Conference on Dec 7).
Analyzed contribution records to see members’ giving status. To date non-pledging members gave
$41,959 (29) and pledgers gave $49,938 (41) out of $52,484. pledged to date (end of Sept)
Will be preparing to present our budget needs to members so they can make their annual pledge.
Despite Covid-19 and its impact on activities and attendance, income and expenses have remained
stable and we have been able to make improvements to our internet, pone system, A/V system, and
parsonage internet by bridging to the internet of the church , increased speed by a 7 fold amount,
And to conclude, our income and expenses thru Sept 2021
Jan--Sept Income: $151,665 Expenses $163,573
2021 Apportionments Paid $ 10,50;
Budget for 2021 $202,821;
Also, plans are in place to finish paying 2021 apportionments.

November 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
Daylight Savings
Ends
All Saints Day

8
Jon Boettner’s
Group
6-9 PM

9
PEO group
8:30 AM – Noon

10

11

12

13

14

15
Jon Boettner’s
Group
6-9 PM

16
Spiritual
Resource Center
Program
10:00 AM

17

18
Squeek Deadline

19
Lunch & Leisure

20

21

22

23
Wesley Willows
Group
9-10 AM

24
Squeek mailed &
emailed

25
Thanksgiving
Day
Office Closed

26
Office Closed

27

28
First Sunday of
Advent

29
Poinsettia Orders
Due

30

