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Phone  (815) 654-3800 
 

E-mail:  unitedaldersgate@sbcglobal.net  

Open Hearts, 

Open Minds, 

         Open Doors 
 

 

     Church  Office  Hours       Website:  www.aldersgaterkfd.org 
       8:30 am – 12:30 pm       Check us out on Facebook:  Aldersgate Church 
                 

 

 
 
SUNDAY  SCHEDULE 
 

9:00  Worship  --  Traditional yet informal 
   10:15  Fellowship Time  --  A relaxing time with friends 
 

 
 

                        FEBRUARY 2023 
 
Sunday, February 5 – Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

Sunday, February 12 – Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

Sunday, February 19 – Transfiguration Sunday 
 

Wednesday, February 22 – Ash Wednesday 
 

Sunday, February 26 – First Sunday in Lent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Core Values of our church:  Family, Love, Compassion. 
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PASTOR’S LETTER FEBRUARY, 2022 
 

CAUGHT IN A TIME WARP 

Brett A. Todd 
 

So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your 
brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the 
altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and 

offer your gift. (Matthew 4:23-24) 
  

One of my favorite classic movies is “Groundhog Day” starring Bill Murray as 

a cynical and unfriendly weatherman Phil Connors.  Phil is grumpy, angry, and 

frustrated because once again, he is assigned to cover the annual Groundhog 

Day festivities in the small hick town of Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania. In case you didn’t know, 

the movie was actually filmed in Woodstock, Illinois.  However, this time he finds himself 

caught in what seems to be a never-ending time warp forcing him to relive Groundhog Day over 

and over again until he gets an attitude adjustment.  Later in the movie, the grumpy and cynical 

weatherman finds himself helping and caring for other people, and of course, he falls in love. 
 

Are you caught in a time warp? Maybe there is a person in your life that you can't get 

along with.  Maybe they hurt you with their actions and words and you can’t shake yourself 

from the bitter feelings and memories you hold inside.  Maybe you are struggling with an 

addiction or a relationship with your spouse, significant other, or even your child. Today is the 

day to get it right.  As the Bible declares, 2 Corinthians 6:2, “Today is the day of salvation.”  
 

This is what Ash Wednesday and the Lenten season are all about.  It is about reflecting 

on the fact that you don’t have long to live, and now, is the time to get it right.   
 

Where do you start?  First surrender to God by understanding that it is not about being 

right, it’s about getting it right. This will free you to live a new life of faith, hope, and love (1 

Corinthians 13:13).  This will set you on the path of reconciliation. 
 

May the roads rise to meet you, 

Brett 
 

FEBRUARY 2022 SERMONS 
 

February 5th, "Dealing With Anger"       Proverbs 14:29/Ephesians 4:21-27 

February 12
th
 "Seeing Things Differently, Intro."  2 Kings 6:11-17/1 Corinthians 2:14-16 

February 19
th
 “Seeing Things Differently, Divorce” John 4:7-11, 14-19 

February 26
th
 "Seeing Things Differently, Death"  2 Corinthians 5:1-8 
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FEBRUARY HELPERS 
 

Lay Readers   A/V Technicians  

February  5 Mike O’Hea  February  5 Jenny Graham 

February 12 Jay Alms  February 12 Monica Glenny 

February 19 Jenny Graham  February 19 Andy Gloor 

February 22   February 22  

February 26 Anne Niday  February 26 Mike O’Hea 
 

THE OFFERING BOOKLETS FOR 2023 

The offering booklets for 2023 are on one of the tables in the Fellowship Hall.  Please be sure to 

pick your booklet up. 
 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

As you may have already seen, we will have our first Church Council Meeting for this year on 

February 1, 2023, at 6:30 pm. 
 

Please bring with you any reports you have from your committees, this is especially important 

for Finance and Trustees.  Make sure there are enough copies for everyone present to view and 

discuss.   
 

Keep in mind that all members of our church committees are strongly encouraged to be present 

and involved in our Church Council Meeting as we move forward to a "Simplified Leadership 

Structure". 
 

 

 

LUNCH & LEISURE   

The next Lunch & Leisure outing will be: 

Friday, February 17, 2023 at 11:30 am 

3-B’s Restaurant, 7007 N. 2
nd

 Street, Machesney Park. 

Beth Whitford will be host.   

Sign up by Wednesday, February 15 on the sheet outside the church office, or call Beth. 
 

 

 

THE TRUSTEES ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO HELP CLEAN THE CHURCH. 

Trustees will be there Saturday morning @ 08:00.  If we have 6-8 volunteers it will take no longer than 

one hour.   
 

 

 

WE ARE COLLECTING BIBLES to be shipped to the Philippians for missionary work.  If 

you have spare Bibles you would like to donate, please bring them to either Beth Eden or 

Aldersgate. 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
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01 Norm Rice 
02 Mark Glasson 
02 Cloe Sturner 
04 Nick Swartout 
08 Donna Robey 
09 Shelley Fridly 

 

09 Deb Alms 
11 Kearsten Haynes 
12 Beth Boettner 
14 Vanessa Alongi 
17 Katie Bartolomei 

 

20 Theresa O’Hea 
21 Sue Sohner 
24 Kaylee Libby 
24 Jon Wenger 
28 Gabby Roth 
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FEBRUARY 

ANNIVERSARIES 
13 Thomas and Coralee Hardwick 
24 Mark & Barb Hoey 
 Rich & Cheryl Thurman 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Covella Weller  Don O’Hea 

Karla Burrow   Connie Dorsey 

Jon Boettner   Doug Graham 

David Levine   Phyllis Manrod 

June Morgensen  Barb Hoey 

 
 

Note: After the printing of this Squeek, 

there may have been others hospitalized 

or ill.  We need your help.  Please notify 

the Church Office.  Thank you. 
 

 

Please Don’t Assume:  Times of illness and 

other distress come into each of our lives, and the 
lives of those we love.  Please do not assume that 
if you are in the hospital, or have some other need, 
that the pastor and the church know about it.  Such 
things as HIPPA laws have even prevented the 
church from being contacted by the hospital in 
some cases.  Please call, or have someone call, 
the church (815-654-3800).  We want to care and 
respond with love, but we first have to know that 
there is a need.  Please let us know so we can be 
there for you in prayer, encouragement and love. 

 
 

 

SQUEEK  DEADLINE:   

 

Thursday, February 14th is the deadline for the March, 2023 Squeek.  

Please have your articles in by this date.  Thank you. 

 
 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY MARKS THE 

BEGINNING OF LENT 
This is a time of repentance, fasting, and 

reflection for Christians all around the 

world. 
 

This year there will be a combined Ash 

Wednesday Service for Aldersgate and Beth 

Eden, on February 22, 2023, at 6 pm. 

The service will be held at Aldersgate 

UMC.  We hope you will all attend this 

important time of worship for all Christians. 
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TOY MINISTRY NEWS FOR FEBRUARY 2023 
 

Well, we made it thru the holidays and January with little or no snow, the toys have been 

handed out with their normal enthusiasm and spring is still a ways off. So it’s time, once again, 

to be thinking about our toy production goals for the coming November, (It will be here before 

we know it).   The Wesley Willow Woodworkers are on the job already, producing toy bodies 

to meet the number of units suggested by Andy Gloor, based on his fall distribution experience 

of 1500 units. While we have some leftovers and some unfinished units, we have a bit of a head 

start, but we need HELP! 
 

In late November, we were graced by a visit from Catherine Inserra from Kids-Above-All 

(formerly Childserve).  She came to pick up the 300 toys we provided, meet us, took some 

pictures and suggested a story on the toy ministry be written for the United Methodist Reporter. 

Consequently she contacted Lisa Smith who is Director of Communications for the conference. 

Lisa found an older article from the Reporter and decided to update it. Watch for it in the 

February Reporter. A COPY OF THE REPORTERS article will be reprinted in the future since 

not everyone gets the Reporter. 
 

As mentioned above, 1500 cars are needed for the fall, we hope lots of members and friends of 

AUMC will feel the spirit and VOLUNTEER TO HELP paint. 
 

We would like to highlight a SUPER volunteer in the person of Gene Skoglund. Gene has been 

painting toys for several years and has a unique style. Regularly every Tuesday morning he 

calls and tells us that the assignment he was given the previous Tuesday is done.  Beth Boettner 

makes a trip to Gene’s place with the next assignment, which may be 30-50 cars or a couple 

hundred wheels and true to form he has them done the following Tuesday.  And repeat!!  

Incidentally each car body requires three coats of paint:  one primer and up to two finish coats. 
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FINANCE REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2023 
 

This report will consist of a series of items related to the year 2022:  The overall view of 

finance; the financial effects of yoking; the income and expense totals for the year; the 

giving total for the year; some comparisons; and what’s happening with apportionments. 

1. In General, Finances are good considering where we are with respect to post pandemic 

issues.  We have a nice Current checkbook balance for year-end of $37,445 of which $5,000 

was an advanced giving gift (LAST year that balance was $14,235) and everything is paid in 

full! With that dollar amount as a starting point, we added $120,000 from the offering 

envelopes.  In total our income from all sources is $180,000 and expenses are $168,000. 

2. FINANCIAL EFFECTS OF YOKING:  The chart below shows the effect on Pastor Brett’s 

salary which is now shared with Beth Eden.  They also pay half of the parsonage utilities. 

FIRST HALF OF 2022 (JAN. 1 – JUNE 30)   NO YOKING 

5000  Pastor Salary      26,000.04 

5001  Pastor Health Insurance    8,000.00 

5004  Pastor Pension       5,481.28 
 

2
ND

 HAJF OF 2022 (JULY 1 – DEC. 31)   YOKING 

5000 Pastor Salary      14,250.00 

5001 Pastor Health Insurance    4,800.00 

5004  Pastor Pension       1,781.26 

3. GIVING TOTALS FOR YEAR: 
CURRENT FUND: $113,157;  BUILDING: $11,642;  MISSIONS; $5,476 

4 APPORTIONMENTS have been assessed to AUMC for 2023 at $17,808.  Earlier in the 

year (after YOKING) we had appealed a change to $9,000 which was ignored by the 

conference!  We will appeal again 

5 YEAR-END STATEMENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE BY THE END OF JANUARY. 
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Mark 1:41: Was Jesus Angry At The Leper? 

Brett A. Todd 
 

It appears that some of the early pious Christians, like many Christians today, frowned upon, or 

at least, struggled with the idea that anger could be a godly virtue.  You know, “Be angry but do 

not sin” (Ephesians 4:26).  This seems to be the case in the story of Jesus and the leper in our 

earliest gospel.  Let’s take a look. 
 

Moved with anger, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, "I am 

willing. Be made clean!”  (Mark 1:41). 
 

In this story of the leper, Jesus is traveling about Galilee and preaching in the local synagogues 

and casting out demons, and healing the sick. As Jesus is preaching, he is approached by a leper 

who asked Jesus to cleanse him.  In verse 41, we are told that Jesus is moved with anger and 

cleanses the man.  You may be looking at your Bible, unless it is a New International Version, 

and saying to yourself, “Wait a minute; my Bible says that he was moved with pity or with 

compassion.  Where does it say that Jesus became angry?” 
 

It is true that most Bible translations either say that Jesus was moved with compassion or with 

pity, but there are other ancient manuscripts that use the word anger instead of compassion or 

pity.  In fact, if you have a good study Bible, you will have a note referring to other reliable 

ancient manuscripts that read, “he was moved with anger.” 
 

Once again, we have come upon a passage of Scriptures where some scribe changed the 

wording to suit his fancy.  Please note that there is a pretty big difference between being angry 

or compassionate. 
 

There is a tell-tale sign that tells us that something happened here.  Both gospels of Matthew 

and Luke who are copying Mark say nothing about Jesus being angry or compassionate.  They 

just skip over the whole matter.  In other words, Matthew and Luke know there is an elephant in 

the room, and they don’t want to talk about it. 
 

It seems more than likely someone, just like Matthew and Luke, did not feel comfortable with 

the idea of Jesus getting angry at the poor old leper and decided to change it to something less 

offensive.  Bear in mind that it was not uncommon for Jesus to get angry in the Gospel of Mark 

(3:5 and 10:14).  But in this reading, it seems obvious that some Scribe was aggravated and 

changed the wording to make Jesus look more caring and loving (See M. A Proctor and Bart 

Ehrman). 
 

Next month, we will answer the question: Why was Jesus angry at the leper? 

https://www.blogger.com/
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.26
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

Church Council 

Meeting 6:30 pm 

2 3 4 

5 

Communion 

6 7 

“Sonshine Group” 

11:00 am 

8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 

PEO group 

“Sonshine Group” 

11:00 am 

15 16 

Squeek Deadline 

17 

Lunch & Leisure 

18 

19 20 21 

“Sonshine Group” 

11:00 am 

22 

Ash Wednesday 

Service at Aldersgate 

at 6:00 pm 

23 

Squeek mailed 

24 25 

26 27 28 

“Sonshine Group” 

11:00 am 

        

 

February 2023 


