
ALDERSGATE WEEKLY – November 23 – November 29, 2020 
 

Welcome to this week’s Aldersgate Weekly.  Each week you will receive updates and worship schedule for the 
coming week.  You will also be notified, by email, if there are any other announcements that need to be 
communicated in a more timely manner.  If you are aware of others, who do not receive these weekly updates but 
would benefit from them, have them notify the church office and we will add them to the list!  If you have any 
suggestions on how to improve our email, please feel free to respond. 
 

A couple of reminders, if you come to the church, make sure you put on your mask before you enter the 
building and continue to wear your mask as long as you are in the building.  And be sure to keep at least 6 ft 
apart from each other.  Thank you.  
 

We have a page for the Sunday video of the music and sermon on our website.  There is also a page for the 
Aldersgate Weekly!  Please check out our website and let us know what you think.   
 

WE HAVE BEEN EMAILING THE DAILY DEVOTIONALS TO EVERYONE THROUGH “GMAIL” BECAUSE WE 
CAN SCHEDULE THE EMAIL TO GO OUT AT THE SAME TIME EVERY DAY.  IF YOU DON’T WANT THE DAILY 
DEVOTIONAL, LET US KNOW AND WE CAN TAKE YOU OFF THE LIST FOR THEM.  BUT PLEASE DON’T 
FLAG IT AS SPAM AS THAT SEEMS TO BLOCK EVERYONE ON THE EMAIL LIST.  AND MAKE SURE TO 
CHECK YOUR OWN SPAM/JUNK EMAIL FOLDER IN CASE IT WAS ACCIDENTALLY FLAGGED. 
 

YOU ARE ALSO WELCOME TO MAIL IN THE SUNDAY OFFERING ENVELOPES, WHILE WE WAIT OUT THE 
VIRUS. 
 

PASTOR’S PONDERING:  
 

Last Sunday we had our first DRIVE-IN WORSHIP service and it went very well.  I would like to thank Jay 
Alms, Mike O’Hea, Tim Krull, and Jon Boettner for all their hard work in putting this together.  I’m not sure 
how many knew about this worship service, but it was fun.  We are always learning and finding new ways 
of doing things at Aldersgate.  All you had to do is pretend you were going to an outdoor theatre and park 
your cars, and turn your car Radio to FM 87.9, stay warm, and listen to the message.  Down the road, we 
hope to start celebrating Communion in a sort of drive-thru manner. 
 

The reason we chose this style of worship is to keep you and everyone safe.  If everyone drives and sits in 
their own cars, everyone will be safe.  However, if individuals decide to sit with each other from different 
households, this will defeat the purpose of a Drive-In worship service, and we’ll have to forgo this exciting 
new possibility for worship at Aldersgate.  Please sit in your own car, with your own family members, from 
the same household. 
 

Since we are talking about BEING SAFE, I want to be clear with everyone, as your pastor, I don’t see 
safety measures, such as social distancing and wearing masks as a political issue.  I don’t like them at all, 
but for me, it is spiritual to care for one another’s safety and health.  I like what the Bible says, Philippians 
2:4, “Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.” 
 

NEW PLANS ARE ON THEIR WAY, I’m working on having a weekly Bible Study on Zoom.  To do this, I 
am thinking about dropping the “Weekly Devotions” and/or the Sermon Video starting in January to afford 
me the time to make this happen. 
 

On a different important matter, keep in mind the changes to our CHURCH CONFERENCE. This year it 
will be held on ZOOM which means you can participate and join us by either telephone, smartphone, or 
computer.  Next week, we should have more information for you so you can join us for our Conference, 
Wed., December 9 @ 6:30 pm (5:45 pm SPRC).  
THE FIRST STEP IS TO MAKE SURE WE HAVE YOUR CORRECT TELEPHONE NUMBER IF YOU 
WANT TO JOIN US BY TELEPHONE.  IF YOU ARE GOING TO JOIN US BY INTERNET, MAKE SURE 
WE HAVE YOUR CORRECT EMAIL ADDRESS.  SEND THEM IN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.  TODAY! 
 

At Aldersgate, we are doing our best.  We hope you are enjoying the daily devotions and Sunday video 
sermons.  Please let us know if you are watching the video sermons, and even let us know how we might 
make some improvements. 
 

Blessings, 
Brett 
 



OUR ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD ON DECEMBER 9TH by Zoom and by phone 
instead of in person.  STAFF PARISH WILL MEET WITH OUR DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT AT 5:45 
PM AND THE CHURCH CONFERENCE WILL BE AT 6:30 PM. We are asking all committee members to 
remain on each of their committees for one more year. I am asking each committee chair to turn in your 
Conference Reports immediately.  Within the next week, we will have details on how to attend the 
Zoom/phone conference.  This change has been made because of the spike in the COVID19 cases 
in this area.   
 

PASTOR’S REQUEST:  Pastor Brett is looking for pictures of Aldersgate of the building, the people, the 
activities.  Please send in your photos of church activities and scenery.  This helps Pastor Brett produce 
our weekly photos in the video sermons.  Thank you.  

 

DECEMBER SQUEEK 
The December Squeek will be mailed and emailed out on Wednesday, the day before Thanksgiving.   
 

Meetings and Events:  November 23, 2020 through November 29, 2020 
 

Monday, November 23  
Tuesday, November 24  
Wednesday, November 25  
Thursday, November 26 Thanksgiving Day 
Friday, November 27   
Saturday, November 28  
Sunday, November 29 Possible Drive-In Worship this week 
 

UPPER ROOM:  The Upper Rooms for November/December are on the office windowsill.  The secretary is in the 
office on Monday and Friday mornings only. When the secretary is in, the outside door will be open for access to the 
office window.   
 

TOY MINISTRY:  The Toy Ministry is in need of cleaned, empty, clear plastic Peanut Butter Jars.  The 
secretary is in the office each morning for at least this week and has the outside door open for access to the office 
window.   
 

HOSPITALIZATION - As hard as we try, we are not always aware of church members who are in the hospital.  As 
such we cannot then visit a person who is sick or injured.  We are not always contacted by the individual hospitals 
when someone from Aldersgate is a patient.  If at all possible, please contact, or have someone else, contact the 
church when a hospitalization occurs. 
 

ALDERSGATE JOYS:  For all our answered prayers. 
ALDERSGATE CONCERNS: 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
Those in the congregation, who are experiencing physical or emotional distress.  
Barb Hoey   Hank Hollar   Rena Borgman 
Covella Weller  Marie Kamens  Mark Hoey 
Ron Niday   Sandy Wenig   Jim Gridley 
George Franklin  Don O’Hea   Cloe Sturner 
Karla Burrows  David Levine   Pete Weller 
Jennifer Martin 
 

Also please pray for people around the world, especially people who are suffering with Corona virus. 
For medical and health workers, first responders, and volunteers 

Names of persons will be maintained on the prayer list for three weeks.  It may be determined to 
discontinue or be continued for an additional three weeks. 
 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: 
November 23 Bernice Johnson  November 28 Carolyn Glenny Zick 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK:   
November 24 Mike & Theresa O’Hea November 25 Tom & Bonnie Moore 

 



The budget was inadvertently left out of the Stewardship letter that was sent out to all of you recently.  So we are including it in 
the Weekly.  A printed copy can be available if requested.  It is primarily the same as last year but with a few small changes.  
Pastor Brett’s salary is somewhat less than what we had for Pastor SungJa.  However, the health insurance for Pastor Brett is 
higher because Pastor SungJa’s was affected by her husband also being a Pastor.  Apportionments remain the same as last 
year. 
 

2021 Rockford Aldersgate UMC BUDGET  
Pastor Brett Todd 

CHURCH COUNCIL APPROVED NOVEMBER 1, 2020 
        Our Church Family – Giving with Love and Compassion 

Same as 2020 w/ new Pastor’s salary 
 

CHURCH COMMITTEES 
 
Church Council        120.00 

 Finance & Stewardship   $1,750.00   
 Outreach & Nurture     $1,500.00 
   (Includes Worship, Evangelism & Education)   $ 3,370  
  
STAFF PARISH     
 Pastor Salary    $55,000.00  
 Pastor Reimbursable Acct.     $3,500.00  
 Pastor Health Insurance   $19,200.00 
 Pastor Life & Disability Insurance (CPP)   $2,062.00 
 Pastor Disability (CRSP-DC)    $2,062.00 
 Pastor Pension    $8,937.00 
 Secretary Wages    $12,327.00 $90,761.00 
 Music Director’s Salary   $ 6,511.00 
 Bell Choir Director Salary   $  3,000 .00  
 Organist Salary    $  7,689.00   
 Guest Speaker (Pulpit Fill)   $     300.00 
 Church Treasurer    $ 1,200.00   
 Employer’s share of Fica/Med   $  2,000.00 $31,027.00 
 Worker’s Comp Insurance   $      600,00 
 
 
        $124,388.00     
ADMINISTRATIVE/OFFICE 
 Copier Contract    $   4,500.00  
 Equipment Repair    $   1.000.00 
 Postage     $      875.00 
 Supplies     $   1,080.00 

$   7,455.00 
TRUSTEES 
 
 Insurance      $  10,300.00 
 Electricity – Church    $    7,622.00 
 Gas – Church    $    3,708.00 
 Phone/Internet – Church   $    3,605.00 
 Water/Sewer – Church   $     1030.00 
 Garbage     $       721.00 
 Supplies     $    1,545.00 
 Grounds Maintenance   $    1,648.00  
 Building Maint/Repairs – Church   $    2 678.00 
 Snow  Removal    $    4,120.00 
 Custodian     $    2,678.00 
 Elevator Maint/Inspect + Simplex   $    2,472.00 
                                             $  42,127.00  
 
 Electricity – Parsonage   $    1,133.00 
 Gas – Parsonage    $       670.00 
 Phone/Internet – Parsonage   $    1,236.00 
 Water/Sewer – Parsonage   $       824.00 
 Maint/Repairs – Parsonage   $       618.00 
                                               $    4,481.00                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
        $ 181,821.00   
 
APPORTIONMENTS (2020 appeal amount )      $  21,000.00 
GRAND TOTAL  
         $202,821.00 


