
ALDERSGATE WEEKLY – August 23-29, 2021 
 

Welcome to this week’s Aldersgate Weekly with updates and the schedule for the coming week.  If you are aware of 
others, who do not receive these weekly updates but would benefit from them, have them notify the church office and 
we will add them to the list!  If you have any suggestions on how to improve our email, please feel free to respond. 
 

A couple of reminders, if you are not vaccinated, make sure you put on your mask before you enter the 
church building and continue to wear your mask as long as you are in the building.  Thank you.  
 

WORSHIP 
THE PEOPLE HAVE SPOKEN. BY AN OVERWHELMING MAJORITY, SUNDAY 
WORSHIP SERVICES WILL BE INDOORS BEGINNING NEXT SUNDAY AUGUST 29TH. 
THERE WILL BE REFRESHMENTS AND TREATS AVAILABLE IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 
AFTER WORSHIP. 
PLEASE REMEMBER, THE CDC SAYS ANY UNVACCINATED PEOPLE MUST WEAR 
FACE MASKS INDOORS(OUTDOORS TOO). THE CDC RECOMMENDS VACCINATED 
PEOPLE WEAR MASKS INDOORS. 
 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU BACK IN OUR BEAUTIFUL SANCTUARY. 
 

For those who cannot attend in person, the video from each Sunday's Worship Service will be available for 
viewing on AUMC's YouTube channel, on our website, and on our FaceBook page the following Monday.   The 
video will also be emailed to you once it is available.   
 

WORSHIP LEADERS:  As we get into the full swing of "back to worship" we are looking for individuals who 
sing special music and others who will lead our congregation in our call to worship.  Please contact the 
office if you are willing to make our time of worship special. 
 

PASTOR’S PONDERING AUGUST 23, 2021 
 

There are many transitions we go through in life.  I have noticed this to even be more true as I grow older. I 
think our culture’s philosophy is to tuck older people away and allow younger people to take the reins.  In 
the Bible, the culture was different, older people were treated with respect and their wisdom was highly 
valued.  I say all of this not to whine, but to create a context for a seemingly obscure reading found in the 
Bible. 
 

Here is the reading: “Otherwise, what will those people do who receive baptism on behalf of the dead? If 
the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized on their behalf?” (1 Corinthians 15:29).  “What?  I 
have never read that one before.” Some have incorrectly supposed this speaks of proxy baptisms where 
individuals can be baptized for their dead relative to insure their salvation. However, what this reading is 
actually talking about is individuals being baptized in order to replace honored church leaders who had 
passed away. 
 

No matter how old or young you may be, the church needs to hear your voice and needs you to be active 
to keep the church alive.  The command to go out into the world and make disciples was not a command 
just for Jesus’ 12 Disciples, but it is a command for you to bring new people into the church, baptize them, 
and make disciples out of them. 
 

Take time to look around at your church.  Who do you see?  How many young people do you have 
compared to older people?  Who will replace those who will no longer be with us because their time on 
earth is finished?  God is calling you. This is what the Bible says, Matthew 9:37-38, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.” 
 

Let’s pray: It is me again God.  I really don’t want to get involved in church.  I’m too busy and I don’t like to 
get caught in the mix of church life.  I know, I know, you have called me and I must answer.  Today, I make 
a commitment to do your work and your ministry.  Amen. 
 

Blessings, Brett 
 
 



 

SEPTEMBER SUNDAY SERMONS AND SCRIPTURES 
 

5th,   Detours To Happiness, Matthew 5:3-11 
12th, Serpents, and Doves, Matthew10:16-23 
19th, Are You Worthy of the Crown, 2 Timothy 4:6-8; 16-18 
26th, The Splendor of the Ordinary, Luke 12:27-29; Romans 1:19-20 
 

COVID-19??? ANOTHER NOTE FROM THE PASTOR DESK: 
 

With the spread of the Delta variant, there is a lot of fear as well as questions.  What we know from experts 
is that the Delta variant is highly contagious, similar to chickenpox, and can be deadly, mostly for those 
who have not been vaccinated. 
 

The death rate for October is forecast to be similar to last year’s October 2020 death rate. As one virologist 
noted, “You won’t need to find the Delta Virus, it WILL find you…” Not only is the Delta variant deadly, but 
this mutating virus is now spreading to others through the un-vaccinated and vaccinated.  Yes, you read 
correctly, the Delta variant is spreading to others even by those who have been vaccinated. 
 

What can we do as a church family?  First and foremost, get vaccinated.  With the vaccination, wear your 
mask and practice social distancing when in public buildings, this includes worship centers such as your 
church.   
 

How about washing hands and using hand sanitizers?  According to experts, “It is possible to get COVID-
19 by touching a surface or object that has the virus [aerosol droplets] on it and then touching their own 
mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes, but this is not the main way the virus is spread.”  So, yes, washing and 
sanitizing your hands is helpful.  
 

As followers of Jesus, it is of utmost importance to be mindful of others and to put others first with regard to 
the virus.  It is possible for you to have the virus and unknowingly spread the virus to others. So, when you 
attend worship services and meetings, check your temperature at the door, wear your mask and practice 
social distancing, and if you are sick, please stay home to help keep others safe and healthy. 
 

Though there is no Federal mandate, heed the words of the Bible, Philippians 2:4, “Let each of you look 
not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.” 
 

P.S. Please remember the pandemic is not over.  We are now reaching 600,000 deaths in the USA. There 
is concern among experts that this coming Fall, there will be a COVID surge among those who have not 
been vaccinated; especially our children.  Practice social distancing and wear your mask; especially when 
you are in public buildings.  Do it for our children. 
 

THIS IS NOT SUNDAY SCHOOL (New Bible Study) 
 

Starting on the week of September 12, 2021, I will begin writing a weekly study on the Bible.  I hope this 
will open up opportunities for in-person, video, or ZOOM discussion groups. 
 

From the outset, it is important to understand that in this study, I will not be talking about what you learned 
in Sunday school, or even what your church believes.  Rather, we will look at the Bible from a historical 
perspective: This is what the Bible says or doesn’t say, and this is what we can or cannot know about the 
Bible.  Keep in mind, this does not mean you can no longer believe in what your church teaches or in what 
you learned in Sunday school. Not at all. What you believe and what your church believes are all 
statements of “faith”. However, again, in this study, we will look at the Bible from a historical perspective 
and see and hear from the Bible “once again for the first time”. 
 

Most of our time will be spent in the New Testament of the Bible, although we will take a few detours to 
learn more about the Hebrew Scriptures and even the Dead Sea Scrolls. So, if you are interested in 
learning more about the Bible, please join us.  The study articles will be in the weekly newsletter and 
placed online on our FB page as well as on Aldersgate Webpage. 
 

Brett 



 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR: We are again serving beverages and cookies/donuts every Sunday.  If we are 
outside for worship, please feel free to enjoy these refreshments before and during worship.  If we are 
worshiping inside our church building, refreshments will be served in the Fellowship Hall after service. 
 

During the pandemic, out of an abundance of caution, and concern for everyone's health and safety, 
please use tongs to serve the treats, and for now, we prefer that you provide treats from a bakery, orchard, 
or store-bought. 
 

If you would like to provide treats on a particular Sunday, please let Beth Boettner know in advance. She 
has been coordinating the schedule and also making coffee. 
 

We are carefully bringing back all the elements of Sunday morning worship that you have enjoyed in the 
past.  Please invite your friends to join us. 
~Pastor Brett 
 

 

SEPTEMBER SQUEEK: The September Squeek will be emailed and mailed this Thursday, August 26.   
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS: Please let the church office know when the various committees will be meeting so 
we can have the information on the calendar for the Weekly, the Squeek and the bulletins and website. 
 

LUNCH & LEISURE:  Lunch & Leisure will meet on Friday, August 20st, 11:30 am at Sweet Basil Café, 
2408 S. Perryville Rd.(where TGI Friday’s used to be near Cherryvale Mall).  A sign-up sheet is on the 
bulletin board outside the church office.  Or contact the office or Ken and Beth Whitford by Wednesday, 
August 18th if you are attending. 
 

SPIRITUAL RESOURCE CENTER:  A Spiritual Resource Center (SRC) has been set up in Fellowship 
Hall in the alcove near the window.  You are welcome to browse through the resources (Books, DVDs, 
tapes, Bibles) and borrow any item from the cart by signing it out in the notebook on the table by the 
window.  There are hymnals and Good News Bibles under each chair.  In the Fall we will start having some 
video presentations of various resources using the DVD/VHS players and TV.  Stay tuned! 

 

FUNDRAISER FOR LOCKWOOD PARK:  There will be a fundraiser for Lockwood Park at The Pizza 
Ranch in Roscoe (4797 Blue Stem Road).  It will be on Wednesday, August 25 from 4:00 to 7:00 PM.  
Lockwood is one of our treasures in Rockford and we have members with a connection to it.  Please come 
and enjoy pizza while helping out a worthwhile cause.    

 

UPPER ROOM:  The Upper Room books for September/August will be available this coming weekend on the office 
windowsill.  They can be picked up any weekday morning between 8:30 and 12:30. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS:  Nelson Flowers will provide altar flowers again as needed at a cost of $25 with a Friday 
morning delivery. The signup sheet is on the bulletin board outside the office.  You may also call or email the church 
office. 
 

TOY MINISTRY:  The Toy Ministry is in need of about 20 of the large yellow Purina Tidy Cats buckets.  We also 
have a need for cardboard boxes about the size of a carton of copy paper.  
 

COLLECTING BOOKS AND MAGAZINES:  One of our church families is collecting used books and magazines and 
old newspapers to be donated to a local group.  You can bring them to the church on Sunday and weekday 
mornings. 
 

Meetings and Events:  August 23-29, 2021 
 

Monday, August 16   
Tuesday, August 17   
Wednesday, August 18  
Thursday, August 19 September Squeek emailed and mailed 
Friday, August 20   
Saturday, August 21  
Sunday, August 22 Sunday Worship Service (Indoors)     9:30 AM 



 

HOSPITALIZATION - As hard as we try, we are not always aware of church members who are in the hospital.  As 
such we cannot then visit a person who is sick or injured.  We are not always contacted by the individual hospitals 
when someone from Aldersgate is a patient.  If at all possible, please contact, or have someone else, contact the 
church when a hospitalization occurs. 
 

ALDERSGATE JOYS:  For all our answered prayers.  ALDERSGATE CONCERNS: 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
Those in the congregation, who are experiencing physical or emotional distress.  
Barb Hoey    Rena Borgman  Covella Weller 
Mark Hoey    Ron Niday   Sandy Wenig  
George Franklin   Don O’Hea   Cloe Sturner 
Karla Burrows   David Levine   Pete Weller 
Jennifer Hardwick Martin  Jean Hackenburg  Bill Rhodes 
Rachel Baskerville   Sandi Johns   Marylon Cole 
Also please pray for people around the world, especially people who are suffering with Corona virus. 

For medical and health workers, first responders, and volunteers 
Names of persons will be maintained on the prayer list for three weeks.  It may be determined to discontinue or be 
continued for an additional three weeks. 
 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: 
August 25 Rose Dolezalek   August 25 Allison Ingham 
August 27 Scott Miller    August 27 Robin Baker 
August 28 Dorothy Robinson   August 30 Gene Franseen 
 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK:   
August 24 Stuart & Monica Glenny 
 


