
ALDERSGATE WEEKLY – August 16-22, 2021 
 

Welcome to this week’s Aldersgate Weekly with updates and the schedule for the coming week.  If you are aware of 
others, who do not receive these weekly updates but would benefit from them, have them notify the church office and 
we will add them to the list!  If you have any suggestions on how to improve our email, please feel free to respond. 
 

A couple of reminders, if you are not vaccinated, make sure you put on your mask before you enter the 
church building and continue to wear your mask as long as you are in the building.  Thank you.  
 

For those who cannot attend in person, the video from each Sunday's Worship Service will be available for 
viewing on AUMC's YouTube channel, on our website, and on our FaceBook page the following Monday.   The 
video will also be emailed to you once it is available.   
 

WORSHIP LEADERS:  As we get into the full swing of "back to worship" we are looking for individuals who 
sing special music and others who will lead our congregation in our call to worship.  Please contact the 
office if you are willing to make our time of worship special. 
 
 

PASTOR’S PONDERING August 16, 2021 
 

Politics is a challenge for me, I see good and intelligent people, friends, on the other side of the political 
spectrum, accepting what I see as nonsense, hook line, and sinker.  I don’t get it.  
 

Part of Christian living is learning how to live in harmony with those you don’t see eye to eye with.  You 
may be a republican and they, Democrats.  You may be a good old Methodist or a Baptist.  You may be a 
male and she…   
 

All in all, we are one, but we’re not the same.  The Apostle Paul spoke to these differences when he said in 
the Bible, 1 Corinthians 12:21-23, “The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head 
cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker 
are indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor.”  Yes, 
everyone is important and because of this, we need to learn how to listen to each other and learn from our 
differences. 
 

Some might see this as a weakness, but for the followers of Jesus, it is our strength. As Native Americans 
were careful not to pick wood that was too rigid to make their bows, we need to be careful and not be too 
rigid in our views of life.  Like the bow made of rigid wood, if we are too set in our ways, soon we will 
become brittle and crack.  The lesson here is to be loving, kind, and always be willing to listen.  Don’t allow 
your politics or religion to separate your family and loved ones from each other. 
 

Let’s pray: It is me again God. Sometimes, God, I get so frustrated that others don’t see things the way I 
see them.  What is wrong with them?  I know, I know, I shouldn’t be so rigid and I need to listen and learn.  
Help me God to be more open-minded and loving.  We are all brothers and sisters in arms. Amen 
 

SERMONS FOR AUGUST: 
 

1st – “As Gentile As A Wet Nurse” 
8th – “Saturated With Passion” 
15th – “Born To Raze Hell” 
22nd – “Counted Among The Honored” 
29th – “Soooooooo Big” 

 

Blessings, Brett 
 

WORSHIP 
 

We are moving toward a full worship service both inside the sanctuary and outside.  The Outreach and 
Nurture Committee is asking those who have not been vaccinated to wear a mask when attending worship 
or other functions inside the church building.  When we sing, everyone, please wear your masks. 
 



 

COVID-19??? ANOTHER NOTE FROM THE PASTOR DESK: 
 

With the spread of the Delta variant, there is a lot of fear as well as questions.  What we know from experts 
is that the Delta variant is highly contagious, similar to chickenpox, and can be deadly, mostly for those 
who have not been vaccinated. 
 

The death rate for October is forecast to be similar to last year’s October 2020 death rate. As one virologist 
noted, “You won’t need to find the Delta Virus, it WILL find you…” Not only is the Delta variant deadly, but 
this mutating virus is now spreading to others through the un-vaccinated and vaccinated.  Yes, you read 
correctly, the Delta variant is spreading to others even by those who have been vaccinated. 
 

What can we do as a church family?  First and foremost, get vaccinated.  With the vaccination, wear your 
mask and practice social distancing when in public buildings, this includes worship centers such as your 
church.   
 

How about washing hands and using hand sanitizers?  According to experts, “It is possible to get COVID-
19 by touching a surface or object that has the virus [aerosol droplets] on it and then touching their own 
mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes, but this is not the main way the virus is spread.”  So, yes, washing and 
sanitizing your hands is helpful.  
 

As followers of Jesus, it is of utmost importance to be mindful of others and to put others first with regard to 
the virus.  It is possible for you to have the virus and unknowingly spread the virus to others. So, when you 
attend worship services and meetings, check your temperature at the door, wear your mask and practice 
social distancing, and if you are sick, please stay home to help keep others safe and healthy. 
 

Though there is no Federal mandate, heed the words of the Bible, Philippians 2:4, “Let each of you look 
not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.” 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR: We are again serving beverages and cookies/donuts every Sunday.  If we are 
outside for worship, please feel free to enjoy these refreshments before and during worship.  If we are 
worshiping inside our church building, refreshments will be served in the Fellowship Hall after service. 
 

During the pandemic, out of an abundance of caution, and concern for everyone's health and safety, 
please use tongs to serve the treats, and for now, we prefer that you provide treats from a bakery, orchard, 
or store-bought. 
 

If you would like to provide treats on a particular Sunday, please let Beth Boettner know in advance. She 
has been coordinating the schedule and also making coffee. 
 

We are carefully bringing back all the elements of Sunday morning worship that you have enjoyed in the 
past.  Please invite your friends to join us. 
~Pastor Brett 
 

P.S. Please remember the pandemic is not over.  We are now reaching 600,000 deaths in the USA. There 
is concern among experts that this coming Fall, there will be a COVID surge among those who have not 
been vaccinated; especially our children.  Practice social distancing and wear your mask; especially when 
you are in public buildings.  Do it for our children. 
 

SEPTEMBER SQUEEK: The deadline for the September Squeek is this Thursday, August 19.  If you have 
any articles or notices that you would like to include, please get them to the office by the end of that date.  
Thank you. 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING:  Date is Aug 19, time is 6:30 PM, location is AUMC (where in building will 
be decided before meeting).  Refreshments will provided by AUMC Chairperson.  Any questions can be 
directed to Mike O’Hea. 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS: Please let the church office know when the various committees will be meeting so 
we can have the information on the calendar for the Weekly, the Squeek and the bulletins and website. 
 

LUNCH & LEISURE:  Lunch & Leisure will meet on Friday, August 20st, 11:30 am at Sweet Basil Café, 
2408 S. Perryville Rd.(where TGI Friday’s used to be near Cherryvale Mall).  A sign-up sheet is on the 
bulletin board outside the church office.  Or contact the office or Ken and Beth Whitford by Wednesday, 
August 18th if you are attending. 



 
SPIRITUAL RESOURCE CENTER:  A Spiritual Resource Center (SRC) has been set up in Fellowship 
Hall in the alcove near the window.  You are welcome to browse through the resources (Books, DVDs, 
tapes, Bibles) and borrow any item from the cart by signing it out in the notebook on the table by the 
window.  There are hymnals and Good News Bibles under each chair.  In the Fall we will start having some 
video presentations of various resources using the DVD/VHS players and TV.  Stay tuned!  

 

FUNDRAISER FOR LOCKWOOD PARK:  There will be a fundraiser for Lockwood Park at The Pizza 
Ranch in Roscoe (4797 Blue Stem Road).  It will be on Wednesday, August 25 from 4:00 to 7:00 PM.  
Lockwood is one of our treasures in Rockford and we have members with a connection to it.  Please come 
and enjoy pizza while helping out a worthwhile cause.   

 

UPPER ROOM:  The Upper Room books for September/August will be available this coming weekend on the office 
windowsill.  They can be picked up any weekday morning between 8:30 and 12:30. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS:  Nelson Flowers will provide altar flowers again as needed at a cost of $25 with a Friday 
morning delivery. The signup sheet is on the bulletin board outside the office.  You may also call or email the church 
office. 
 

TOY MINISTRY:  The Toy Ministry is in need of about 20 of the large yellow Purina Tidy Cats buckets.  We also 
have a need for cardboard boxes about the size of a carton of copy paper.  
 

COLLECTING BOOKS AND MAGAZINES:  One of our church families is collecting used books and magazines and 
old newspapers to be donated to a local group.  You can bring them to the church on Sunday and weekday 
mornings. 
 

Meetings and Events:  August 16-22, 2021 
 

Monday, August 16   
Tuesday, August 17   
Wednesday, August 18  
Thursday, August 19 Church Council       6:30 PM 
    Deadline for September Squeek articles 
Friday, August 20  Lunch & Leisure      11:30 AM 
Saturday, August 21  
Sunday, August 22 Sunday Worship Service (Indoors)     9:30 AM 
 

HOSPITALIZATION - As hard as we try, we are not always aware of church members who are in the hospital.  As 
such we cannot then visit a person who is sick or injured.  We are not always contacted by the individual hospitals 
when someone from Aldersgate is a patient.  If at all possible, please contact, or have someone else, contact the 
church when a hospitalization occurs. 
 

ALDERSGATE JOYS:  For all our answered prayers.  ALDERSGATE CONCERNS: 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
Those in the congregation, who are experiencing physical or emotional distress.  
Barb Hoey    Rena Borgman  Covella Weller 
Mark Hoey    Ron Niday   Sandy Wenig  
George Franklin   Don O’Hea   Cloe Sturner 
Karla Burrows   David Levine   Pete Weller 
Jennifer Hardwick Martin  Jean Hackenburg  Bill Rhodes 
Rachel Baskerville   Sandi Johns 
Also please pray for people around the world, especially people who are suffering with Corona virus. 

For medical and health workers, first responders, and volunteers 
Names of persons will be maintained on the prayer list for three weeks.  It may be determined to discontinue or be 
continued for an additional three weeks. 
 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: 
August 17 Ian Haynes    August 20 Doug Anderson 
August 20 Jane Nihan    August 22 Jean Ewaldz 
 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK:   
August 16 Tim & Debby Dimke 


