
ALDERSGATE WEEKLY – August 2-8, 2021 
 

Welcome to this week’s Aldersgate Weekly with updates and the schedule for the coming week.  If you are aware of 
others, who do not receive these weekly updates but would benefit from them, have them notify the church office and 
we will add them to the list!  If you have any suggestions on how to improve our email, please feel free to respond. 
 

A couple of reminders, if you are not vaccinated, make sure you put on your mask before you enter the 
church building and continue to wear your mask as long as you are in the building.  Thank you.  
 

For those who cannot attend in person, the video from each Sunday's Worship Service will be available for 
viewing on AUMC's YouTube channel, on our website, and on our FaceBook page the following Monday.   The 
video will also be emailed to you once it is available.   
 

WORSHIP LEADERS:  As we get into the full swing of "back to worship" we are looking for individuals who 
sing special music and others who will lead our congregation in our call to worship.  Please contact the 
office if you are willing to make our time of worship special. 
 

PASTOR’S PONDERING August 2, 2021 
 

Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving 
thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. –Ephesians 
5: 18-20 
 

You probably have heard that GM released its new Chevy Volt electric car that gets 230 mpg in city driving. 
It is the most efficient car sold in the United States. All you have to do if you have $40,000, is plug it in to 
charge, and then, drive on your merry way. Plugging it in is key. 
 

In case you didn't notice, life is full of disappointments and hardships. Hardships happen. They are a part 
of life. And like the Chevy Volt, we too need to plug into the source to be recharged. For us, the source is 
God. “…be filled with the Spirit.” Be recharged! But did you notice how we are to be recharged? Paul says 
it is by singing, it is by making a melody in our hearts and giving thanks to God at all times and for 
everything. 
 

The context here is community worship. When we worship in community, we recharge ourselves so that 
we can face and overcome the hardships in life. But don’t wait for your joy to be gone. Don’t wait until you 
can no longer make a melody in your heart. Rather, plug it in now and be recharged.  Go to your church 
and join your brothers and sisters in worship.  If you cannot attend worship, there are a variety of other 
options, such as online worship services, reading your Bible, online Bible studies, reading devotionals, and 
prayer.  All of these can be community-orientated if we will take the time to respond by asking questions 
and offering comments through texts, emails, etc.  Whatever you do, be filled with the Spirit. 
 

Yes, plugging in is the key. Pull your bootstraps up and get yourself out of bed and out of your hiding place 
and go to the source. 
 

Let’s pray: It is me again God.  It is so difficult to get out of bed. I have worked all week and long hours too. 
It is easier to stay in bed and sleep. But I have noticed that all of my energy is gone and I don’t feel your 
Spirit as I used to. So as I come into your presence among your people, be forgiving and understanding. 
Fill me once again with your melody of love. Plug me in. Amen. 
 
 

WORSHIP 
 

We are moving toward a full worship service both inside the sanctuary and outside.  The Outreach and 
Nurture Committee is asking those who have not been vaccinated to wear a mask when attending worship 
or other functions inside the church building.  When we sing, everyone, please wear your masks. 
 



 

COVID-19??? ANOTHER NOTE FROM THE PASTOR DESK: 
 

With the spread of the Delta variant, there is a lot of fear as well as questions.  What we know from experts 
is that the Delta variant is highly contagious, similar to chickenpox, and can be deadly, mostly for those 
who have not been vaccinated. 
 

The death rate for October is forecast to be similar to last year’s October 2020 death rate. As one virologist 
noted, “You won’t need to find the Delta Virus, it WILL find you…” Not only is the Delta variant deadly, but 
this mutating virus is now spreading to others through the un-vaccinated and vaccinated.  Yes, you read 
correctly, the Delta variant is spreading to others even by those who have been vaccinated. 
  

What can we do as a church family?  First and foremost, get vaccinated.  With the vaccination, wear your 
mask and practice social distancing when in public buildings, this includes worship centers such as your 
church.   
 

How about washing hands and using hand sanitizers?  According to experts, “It is possible to get COVID-
19 by touching a surface or object that has the virus [aerosol droplets] on it and  then touching their own 
mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes, but this is not the main way the virus is spread.”  So, yes, washing and 
sanitizing your hands is helpful.  
 

As followers of Jesus, it is of utmost importance to be mindful of others and to put others first with regard to 
the virus.  It is possible for you to have the virus and unknowingly spread the virus to others. So, when you 
attend worship services and meetings, check your temperature at the door, wear your mask and practice 
social distancing, and if you are sick, please stay home to help keep others safe and healthy. 
 

Though there is no Federal mandate, heed the words of the Bible, Philippians 2:4, “Let each of you look 
not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.” 
 

SERMONS FOR AUGUST: 
 

1st – “As Gentile As A Wet Nurse” 
8th – “Saturated With Passion” 
15th – “Born To Raze Hell” 
22nd – “Counted Among The Honored” 
29th – “Soooooooo Big” 

 

Blessings, Brett 
 

We will have started to again have beverages and cookies/donuts served from 9 am to 10:30 am.  Please 
feel free to enjoy these refreshments before and during worship. We are carefully bringing back all the 
elements of Sunday morning worship that you have enjoyed in the past.  Please invite your friends to join 
us. ~Pastor Brett 
 

 

P.S. Please remember the pandemic is not over.  We are now reaching 600,000 deaths in the USA. There 
is concern among experts that this coming Fall, there will be a COVID surge among those who have not 
been vaccinated; especially our children.  Practice social distancing and wear your mask; especially when 
you are in public buildings.  Do it for our children. 
 

SEPTEMBER SQUEEK: The deadline for the September Squeek is Thursday, August 19.  If you have any 
articles or notices that you would like to include, please get them to the office by the end of that date.  
Thank you. 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING:  Date is Aug 19, time is 6:30 PM, location is AUMC (where in building will 
be decided before meeting).  Refreshments will provided by AUMC Chairperson.  Any questions can be 
directed to Mike O’Hea. 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS: Please let the church office know when the various committees will be meeting so 
we can have the information on the calendar for the Weekly, the Squeek and the bulletins and website. 
 



 

LUNCH & LEISURE:  Lunch & Leisure will meet on Friday, August 20st, 11:30 am at Sweet Basil Café, 
2408 S. Perryville Rd.(where TGI Friday’s used to be near Cherryvale Mall).  A sign-up sheet is on the 
bulletin board outside the church office.  Or contact the office or Ken and Beth Whitford by Wednesday, 
August 18th if you are attending. 
 

UPPER ROOM:  The Upper Room books for July-August are now available on the office windowsill.  They 
can be picked up any weekday morning between 8:30 and 12:30. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS:  Nelson Flowers will provide altar flowers again as needed at a cost of $25 with a 
Friday morning delivery. The signup sheet is on the bulletin board outside the office.  You may also call or 
email the church office. 
 

TOY MINISTRY:  The Toy Ministry is in need of about 20 of the large yellow Purina Tidy Cats buckets.  We 
also have a need for cardboard boxes about the size of a carton of copy paper.  
 

EMPTY PILL BOTTLES:  One of our church families is collecting empty pill bottles to be donated to a local 
group.  You can bring them to the church on a day when the secretary is in the office. 
 

COLLECTING BOOKS AND MAGAZINES:  One of our church families is collecting used books and 
magazines and old newspapers to be donated to a local group.  You can bring them to the church on 
Sunday and weekday mornings. 
 

Meetings and Events:  August 2-8, 2021 
 

Monday, August 2   
Tuesday, August 3   
Wednesday, August 4  
Thursday, August 5  Trustees Meeting       5:00 PM 
Friday, August 6   
Saturday, August 7  
Sunday, August 8 Sunday Worship Service (Indoors)     9:30 AM 
 Church Picnic after Worship Service 
 

 

2nd ALDERSGATE CONGREGATION PICNIC 
SUNDAY AUGUST 8, 2021 – After Indoor Sunday Service  

ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
4060 N. ROCKTON AVE. ROCKFORD, IL 61103 / P: 815 654 3800 

 

PICNIC DETAILS:  

 Like the 2020 event, this is a picnic for the congregation rather than our usual corn boil for 
the community.  

 AUMC will provide:  
o CORN - ALL YOU CAN EAT  
o HOT DOG and BUN 
o TABLES AND CHAIRS 

 Congregation to provide: 
o Other than items AUMC provides (see above) – please bring all picnic AND food items 

you need or want, for yourself or your group (and others, if you so desire). 
  

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS OR WISH TO HELP (SETUP, DAY OF  OR TAKE DOWN) PLEASE 
CONTACT: 

Church Office 815-654-3800                             Beth or Jon Boettner 815-633-6416 
Stuart Glenny 815-222-1146                             Jay Alms 815-484-3185 
Mike O’Hea 815-985-1968 



 

HOSPITALIZATION - As hard as we try, we are not always aware of church members who are in the hospital.  As 
such we cannot then visit a person who is sick or injured.  We are not always contacted by the individual hospitals 
when someone from Aldersgate is a patient.  If at all possible, please contact, or have someone else, contact the 
church when a hospitalization occurs. 
 

ALDERSGATE JOYS:  For all our answered prayers.  ALDERSGATE CONCERNS: 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
Those in the congregation, who are experiencing physical or emotional distress.  
Barb Hoey    Rena Borgman  Covella Weller 
Mark Hoey    Ron Niday   Sandy Wenig  
George Franklin   Don O’Hea   Cloe Sturner 
Karla Burrows   David Levine   Pete Weller 
Jennifer Hardwick Martin  Jean Hackenburg  Bill Rhodes 
Rachel Baskerville   Sandi Johns 
Also please pray for people around the world, especially people who are suffering with Corona virus. 

For medical and health workers, first responders, and volunteers 
Names of persons will be maintained on the prayer list for three weeks.  It may be determined to discontinue or be 
continued for an additional three weeks. 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: 
August 02 Dale Brown    August 03 Bradley Boeke 
August 04 Richard Manrod   August 04 Logan Anderson 
August 05 Judy Gsell-Kittel   August 06 Anne Niday 
August 06 Lucy Alms    August 07 Adam Thurman 
August 06 Ken Whitford    August 08 SaLaura Mae Waugh 
 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK:   
03 Bill & Viki Gridley 
 


