
ALDERSGATE WEEKLY –June 28-July 5, 2021 
 

Welcome to this week’s Aldersgate Weekly with updates and the schedule for the coming week.  If you are aware of 
others, who do not receive these weekly updates but would benefit from them, have them notify the church office and 
we will add them to the list!  If you have any suggestions on how to improve our email, please feel free to respond. 
 
 

A couple of reminders, if you are not vaccinated, make sure you put on your mask before you enter the 
church building and continue to wear your mask as long as you are in the building.  Thank you.  
 
 

For those who cannot attend in person, the video from each Sunday's Worship Service will be available for 
viewing on AUMC's YouTube channel, on our website, and on our FaceBook page the following Monday.   The 
video will also be emailed to you once it is available.   
 
 

PASTOR’S PONDERING June 28, 2021 
 

“But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth.” 
– James 3: 14 

 

I am not a basketball fan but I will have to admit that when Michael Jordan was in his golden years with the 
Chicago Bulls, I watched every game. So I was intrigued and happy to hear that Jordan was going to be 
inducted into the Hall of Fame. But then something happened. Jordan seemed more disappointed than 
happy. He brought up several grievances, one that went all the way back to the time when he was in High 
school. As the story goes, his coach chose an upperclassman over him on the basketball team. I would 
imagine as a young man this hurt. 
 

Looking back, I too have some old grievances that I carry around. My guess is, so do you. But you know 
what? We are all getting older and our minds don’t’ work the way they did in times past, and for certain, we 
don’t move the way we did either. The high-stepping stallion is now a slow-moving burro. So what does it 
really matter? It is crazy. 
 

The author of the book of James tells us that if we have any bitter envy or selfish ambitions, we are not to 
act on these feelings. You see, sometimes those feelings embed themselves deep within our hearts and it 
takes some real work to get rid of them. But until we get rid of them, don’t act on them. Look to God and 
ask God to do a little heart surgery, and while you are waiting for your appointment, behave. Do what 
Jesus would do. 
 

Let’s pray: It is me again God.  I don’t want to admit it, but yes, there are some bitter feelings that I have 
been carrying around for a long long time. Help me not to act out these feelings and in your gracious 
timing, I ask for your healing. Amen 
 

WORSHIP 
 

We are moving toward a full worship service both inside the sanctuary and outside.  The Outreach and 
Nurture Committee is asking those who have not been vaccinated to wear a mask when attending worship 
or other functions inside the church building.  When we sing, everyone, please wear your masks. 
 

SERMONS FOR JULY: 
 

4th   “The Journey Toward Reconciliation” 
11th    “The Journey Toward Reconciliation, Part 2” 
18th    “The Journey Toward Reconciliation, Part 3” 
25th    “The Philippians Encore: Have This Same Mind” 
 

May the hills lie low 
May the hills lie low, 

May the sloughs fill up, 
In thy way. 

May all evil sleep, 
May all good awake, 

In thy way. 
 

A Gaelic Blessing 
 

Blessings, Brett 
 



 

P.S. Please remember the pandemic is not over.  We are now reaching 600,000 deaths in the USA. There 
is concern among experts that this coming Fall, there will be a COVID surge among those who have not 
been vaccinated; especially our children.  Practice social distancing and wear your mask; especially when 
you are in public buildings.  Do it for our children. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED:  The Church Office will be closed Monday, July 5th in observance of 
Independence Day. 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS: Please let the church office when the various committees will be meeting so we 
can have the information on the calendar for the Weekly, the Squeek and the bulletins and website. 
 

LUNCH & LEISURE:  Our next Lunch & Leisure outing will be on Friday, July 16 at 11:30 Am.  We will 
gather at the Olympic Tavern, 2327 N. Main Street.  If you are interested, call Bernice Johnson, use the 
sign-up sheet outside the office or contact the church office.  The deadline to sign up is Wednesday, July 
14. 
 

UPPER ROOM:  The Upper Room books for July-August are now available on the office windowsill.  They 
can be picked up any weekday morning between 8:30 and 12:30. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS:  Nelson Flowers will provide altar flowers again as needed at a cost of $25 with a 
Friday morning delivery. The signup sheet is on the bulletin board outside the office.  You may also call or 
email the church office. 
 

TOY MINISTRY:  The Toy Ministry is in need of about 20 of the large yellow Purina Tidy Cats buckets.  We 
also have a need for cardboard boxes about the size of a carton of copy paper.  
 

EMPTY PILL BOTTLES:  One of our church families is collecting empty pill bottles to be donated to a local 
group.  You can bring them to the church on a day when the secretary is in the office. 
 

COLLECTING BOOKS AND MAGAZINES:  One of our church families is collecting used books and 
magazines to be donated to a local group.  You can bring them to the church on Sunday and weekday 
mornings. 
 

Meetings and Events:  June 28-July 5, 2021 
 

Monday, June 28   
Tuesday, June 29   
Wednesday, June 30  
Thursday, July 01   
Friday, July 02   
Saturday, July 03  
Sunday, July 04 Sunday Worship Service       9:30 AM 
Monday, July 05  Independence Day observed, Office closed 
 

 

HOSPITALIZATION - As hard as we try, we are not always aware of church members who are in the hospital.  As 
such we cannot then visit a person who is sick or injured.  We are not always contacted by the individual hospitals 
when someone from Aldersgate is a patient.  If at all possible, please contact, or have someone else, contact the 
church when a hospitalization occurs. 
 

ALDERSGATE JOYS:  For all our answered prayers.  ALDERSGATE CONCERNS: 
 



 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
Those in the congregation, who are experiencing physical or emotional distress.  
Barb Hoey    Rena Borgman  Covella Weller 
Mark Hoey    Ron Niday   Sandy Wenig  
George Franklin   Don O’Hea   Cloe Sturner 
Karla Burrows   David Levine   Pete Weller 
Jennifer Hardwick Martin  Jean Hackenburg  Bill Rhodes 
Rachel Baskerville   Sandi Johns 
Also please pray for people around the world, especially people who are suffering with Corona virus. 

For medical and health workers, first responders, and volunteers 
Names of persons will be maintained on the prayer list for three weeks.  It may be determined to discontinue or be 
continued for an additional three weeks. 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: 
June 28 Laura Stephenson   June 28 Annalise Downs 
June 29 Cathy Anderson   June 29 Josh Gorham 
June 29 Ayden Schap    July 02 Mason Alms 
 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK:   
July 05 Mark & Shelley Fridley  July 05 Retha & Jack Alongi 
 


