
ALDERSGATE WEEKLY –MAY 10-16, 2021 
 

Welcome to this week’s Aldersgate Weekly with updates and the schedule for the coming week.  If you are aware of 
others, who do not receive these weekly updates but would benefit from them, have them notify the church office and 
we will add them to the list!  If you have any suggestions on how to improve our email, please feel free to respond. 
 

A couple of reminders, if you come to the church, make sure you put on your mask before you enter the 
building and continue to wear your mask as long as you are in the building.  And be sure to keep at least 6 ft 
apart from each other.  Thank you.  
 
 

For those who cannot attend in person, the video from each Sunday's Worship Service will be available for 
viewing on AUMC's YouTube channel, on our website, and on our FaceBook page by Noon the following 
Monday.   The video will also be emailed to you on Monday morning.   
 

*We are looking at May 16th, 9:30 am, to start our first outdoor worship service.  We 
will be watching the weather and let you know. 

 

PASTOR’S PONDERING May 10, 2021 
 

As we all know, there’s a lot of conflict in this world whether it’s at home, work, or even in the church.  
Conflict seems to be a human favorite pastime.  So, it shouldn’t surprise us that there are a lot of books 
and seminars on the “dos” and “don’ts” of conflict.  But seldom do we hear the simple principle to anticipate 
conflict and stop it before it ever starts.  In the Bible, we read these words, “The beginning of strife is like 
letting out water; so stop before the quarrel breaks out.”  No, honey, I love you and because I love you, I 
choose not to enter into this argument.  Remember the old ‘60’s anti-war slogan, “Make love, not war”? 
Well, there is much merit to it. 
 

For some, this may seem to be a copout, but it really isn’t. Much of the conflict we experience in life is a 
conflict that should have never happened in the first place.  Yes, talking issues out with another person can 
be good, but it can also be quite precarious if you don’t know the hidden motives behind such a 
discussion.  This is why I encourage couples to find a third person to help them through their discussion 
and give guidance and feedback, an umpire of sorts. 
 

What God wants us to do is become masters at anticipating possible conflict and stop it before it ever 
happens. Start by speaking words of love and understanding, but be clear, you are not going to avoid this 
dispute without some guidance from another person, like a counselor.  I like what the Bible says, Proverbs 
15:1, “A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” 
 

Let’s pray: It is me again God. I admit, sometimes I feel the only way to handle a dispute is to talk about it, 
and usually, this turns into an argument which in the end helps no one.  Forgive me for my pride and help 
me to speak only words of love and understanding. Help me to head off conflict before it ever happens.  
Amen. 
 

SERMONS FOR MAY: 
2nd, "Should The Church Bless Divorce And Remarriage?" 
9th, "Being The Beloved" 
16th, "Learning To Laugh Again" 
23rd, "It's a Busy Life" 
30th, "Hold Onto The Victory When Times Get Tough" 

 

It is often that a person’s mouth broke his nose.. ~Willliam Wallace 
 

Blessings, 
Brett 



 

Weather permitting, May 16th, 9:30 am, will be our first outdoor worship service at Aldersgate United 

Methodist Church. We will follow the same guidelines set by the CDC and adopted by Aldersgate UMC of 
mask-wearing and social distancing.  However, those who have been fully vaccinated and have waited the 
appropriate two weeks following their vaccination may sit together while wearing masks.  And of course, 
families are always welcome to sit together. 
 

Change is coming fast, each and every day we hear about guidelines being relaxed by the CDC and Illinois 
Government.  I would not be surprised to hear this week about some of the “mask-wearing” guidelines 
being relaxed.  As of May 14, 2021, we will enter what is called the “Bridge Phase” with the plan of entering 
“Phase 5” on June 11, 2021.  What this means, and this can be a little on the gray side, we will be fully 
restored if the metrics hold.  However, and this is the gray part, we may still need to wear masks in certain 
situations.  How this will affect our worship services, I’m not sure. 
 

To celebrate Phase 5, if weather permits, I plan on celebrating Holy Communion outside.  Hopefully, we 
can organize some other worship activities, such as music, to celebrate this grand day.  How about “bring 
your own food picnic?”  Just a thought for all of you to think about. 
 

Blessings, 
Brett 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS:  Nelson Flowers will provide altar flowers again as needed at a cost of $25 with a 
Friday morning delivery. The signup sheet is on the bulletin board outside the office. 
 

TOY MINISTRY:  The Toy Ministry is in need of about 20 of the large yellow Purina Tidy Cats buckets.  We 
also have a need for cardboard boxes about the size of a carton of copy paper.  
 

UPPER ROOM:  The Upper Rooms for May/June are on the office windowsill.  The secretary is in the 
office during mornings only. When the secretary is in, the outside door will be open for access to the office 
window.   
 

EMPTY PILL BOTTLES:  One of our church families is collecting empty pill bottles to be donated to a local 
group.  You can bring them to the church on a day when the secretary is in the office. 
 

Meetings and Events:  May 10-16, 2021 
 

Monday, May 10   
Tuesday, May 11 
Wednesday, May 12 
Thursday, May 13   
Friday, May 14   
Saturday, May 15  
Sunday, May 16 Sunday Worship Service   9:30 AM 
 Ascension Sunday 
 



 

HOSPITALIZATION - As hard as we try, we are not always aware of church members who are in the hospital.  As 
such we cannot then visit a person who is sick or injured.  We are not always contacted by the individual hospitals 
when someone from Aldersgate is a patient.  If at all possible, please contact, or have someone else, contact the 
church when a hospitalization occurs. 
 

ALDERSGATE JOYS:  For all our answered prayers.  ALDERSGATE CONCERNS: 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
Those in the congregation, who are experiencing physical or emotional distress.  
Barb Hoey   Hank Hollar    Rena Borgman 
Covella Weller  Mark Hoey    Ron Niday 
Sandy Wenig   George Franklin   Don O’Hea 
Cloe Sturner   Karla Burrows   David Levine 
Pete Weller   Jennifer Hardwick Martin  Linda Earlywine 
Jean Hackenburg  Steve Carlson   Scott Miller 
Norm and Alice Rice’s son Steven who is recovering from a difficult shoulder surgery 
Cindy Fisher’s brother, Bob who is recovering from surgery 
Barb Hoey’s niece Mandy who is recovering from surgery. 
Susan Bernasek who is recovering from surgery. 
Dick and Phyllis Manrod ask for your prayers as Phyllis recovers from surgery. 
Also please pray for people around the world, especially people who are suffering with Corona virus. 

For medical and health workers, first responders, and volunteers 
Names of persons will be maintained on the prayer list for three weeks.  It may be determined to discontinue or be 
continued for an additional three weeks. 
 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: 
May 11 Don Smith    May 11 Keith Boeke 
May 12 Myra David    May 12 Nicole Barker 
May 14 Ashleigh Smith 
 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK:   
May 10 Ron & Anne Niday   May 15 Don & Ashleigh Smith 


