
 
ALDERSGATE WEEKLY – APRIL 26-MAY 2, 2021 
 

Welcome to this week’s Aldersgate Weekly with updates and the schedule for the coming week.  If you are aware of 
others, who do not receive these weekly updates but would benefit from them, have them notify the church office and 
we will add them to the list!  If you have any suggestions on how to improve our email, please feel free to respond. 
 

A couple of reminders, if you come to the church, make sure you put on your mask before you enter the 
building and continue to wear your mask as long as you are in the building.  And be sure to keep at least 6 ft 
apart from each other.  Thank you.  
 
 

For those who cannot attend in person, the video from each Sunday's Worship Service will be available for 
viewing on AUMC's YouTube channel, on our website, and on our FaceBook page by Noon the following 
Monday.   The video will also be emailed to you on Monday morning.   
 
 

PASTOR’S PONDERING 4-26-2021 
 

Beginning May 3, 2021, I would like to begin scheduling “UNMASKED” gatherings with interested families, 
friends, and individuals who have been fully vaccinated. If you feel more comfortable wearing your mask, 
this would be fine too. This will be an opportunity to know each other better.  Many of you, I have not met, 
so, for myself, I’m very excited to spend some time with you. We can meet here at the church (outside or 
inside) or even in your home.  Just let me know what you prefer. 
 

A very easy way to get a hold of me is via email: keltoi9@gmail.com or call and leave a message at the 
church and I will get back to you. 
 

If you are not fully vaccinated, we can still meet, however, we will still need to wear our mask and practice 
social distancing. 
 

The question might be asked, “Where are we at with masks and social distancing?”  The Northern Illinois 
Conference of The United Methodist Church follows the guidelines of the CDC, and so at this point, we 
must continue to practice 6-feet of social distancing and the wearing of masks whenever we gather for 
worship or meetings.  However, if everyone in the worship service or meeting has been vaccinated, then 
we are allowed to remove our masks. I will let the leaders of Aldersgate discuss “when and how this can be 
implemented.” Once a decision has been made, we will let you know.  For now, let’s be respectful and kind 
and practice social distancing and the wearing of masks. 
 

As it warms up, however, we can have outdoor worship services where we can worship as usual and even 
sing a few hymns.  According to the CDC and MIT, the issue with indoor worship is the lack of proper 
ventilation.  So this is something for us to think about. 
 

I am aware; there are a few United Methodist Churches that are not following the guidelines of the Bishop 
and the CDC.  I’m also aware that some of our United Methodist Churches in our area are open and some 
are still closed.  Aldersgate is somewhere in the middle and I feel comfortable with this, even though I don’t 
like it.  So please, be kind and respectful.  As your pastor, I do not want to take on the role of policing or 
arguing the good, the bad, and the ugly of the Bishop’s and the CDC’s guidelines.  Let’s just follow the 
guidelines and find our way through this mess.  I would appreciate your kindness.  Below are the 
guidelines of the CDC which I expect to be updated within the next few weeks. 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/considerations-for-events-
gatherings.html 
 

With church ministry returning to “normal” ministry, April will mark the end of our daily 
devotionals.  We hope you have enjoyed it.  God bless you! 
 

SERMONS FOR MAY: 
2nd, "Should The Church Bless Divorce And Remarriage?" 
9th, "Being The Beloved" 
16th, "Learning To Laugh Again" 
23rd, "It's a Busy Life" 
30th, "Hold Onto The Victory When Times Get Tough" 
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May your troubles be less 
And your blessings be more 
And my nothing but Happiness 
Come through your door 
 

Blessings, 

Brett 
 

TOY MINISTRY:  The Toy Ministry is in need of about 20 of the large yellow Purina Tidy Cats buckets.  We 
also have a need for cardboard boxes about the size of a carton of copy paper.  
 

UPPER ROOM:  The Upper Rooms for May/June are on the office windowsill.  The secretary is in the 
office during mornings only. When the secretary is in, the outside door will be open for access to the office 
window.   
 

Meetings and Events:  April 26-May 2, 2021 
 

Monday, April 26   
Tuesday, April 27 
Wednesday, April 28  
Thursday, April 29   
Friday, April 30   
Saturday, May 1  
Sunday, May 2 Sunday Worship Service   9:30 AM 
 
 

HOSPITALIZATION - As hard as we try, we are not always aware of church members who are in the hospital.  As 
such we cannot then visit a person who is sick or injured.  We are not always contacted by the individual hospitals 
when someone from Aldersgate is a patient.  If at all possible, please contact, or have someone else, contact the 
church when a hospitalization occurs. 
 

ALDERSGATE JOYS:  For all our answered prayers.  ALDERSGATE CONCERNS: 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
Those in the congregation, who are experiencing physical or emotional distress.  
Barb Hoey   Hank Hollar    Rena Borgman 
Covella Weller  Mark Hoey    Ron Niday 
Sandy Wenig   George Franklin   Don O’Hea 
Cloe Sturner   Karla Burrows   David Levine 
Pete Weller   Jennifer Hardwick Martin  Linda Earlywine 
Jean Hackenburg  Steve Carlson 
Alice Rice’s son Steven who is recovering from a difficult shoulder surgery 
Cindy Fisher’s brother, Bob who is recovering from surgery 
Barb Hoey’s niece Mandy who is recovering from surgery. 
Susan Bernasek who is recovering from surgery. 
Dick and Phyllis Manrod ask for your prayers as Phyllis recovers from surgery. 
Also please pray for people around the world, especially people who are suffering with Corona virus. 

For medical and health workers, first responders, and volunteers 
Names of persons will be maintained on the prayer list for three weeks.  It may be determined to discontinue or be 
continued for an additional three weeks. 
 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: 
April 27 Mary Ewaldz 
 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK:   
None 
 

EMPTY PILL BOTTLES:  One of our church families is collecting empty pill bottles to be donated to a local 
group.  You can bring them to the church on a day when the secretary is in the office. 
 

GARAGE SALE:.Jean Hackenburg will be having a garage sale on April 29 (Thursday), April 30 (Friday) 
and May 1 (Saturday) from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  The address is 4971 Terrang Trail.  All proceeds from the 
sale will be contributed to Aldersgate.  


