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ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

June 7, 2020    Trinity Sunday/Peace with Justice Sunday   9:30 AM 
 

 

WORSHIP  IN  SPIRIT  AND  TRUTH 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Let us worship the Lord, who is good and forgiving.  Let us lift up our hearts and voices unto God 
and seek his truth and mercy. Let all people and nations sing with joy to him, who alone is God. 

 

HYMN            "Sweet, Sweet Spirit"            UMH #334 
There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord; 
There are sweet expressions on each face, 
And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 
Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove, 
Stay right here with us, filling us with your love; 
And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise; 
Without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 
 
“Sweet, Sweet Spirit”  
Words:  Doris Akers, 1962  Music:  Doris Akers, 1962 
SWEET,SWEET SPIRIT Irr. With Refrain 
© 1962 Manna Music, Inc. 
Used by Permission. CCLI License #11592070 
 
PRAYER 
Creator of all things, who has made us in your own image, help us to see your goodness in all 
things and in all people. May confidence that you live in us develop our capacity to listen to one 
another, live in peace, and welcome opportunities to minister in your world. Amen. 
 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                        UMH #895 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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MUSICAL WITNESS   "The Lord's My Shepherd" 
Jan Weller, soloist, 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
You created a universe and entrusted this planet to us, Great God. We have received life and 
abilities from your hand and return these offerings to further your reign among us. Only you know 
how adequately we are responding. May what we dedicate here, and the cause that engages our 
attention, represent an improvement in our stewardship. Amen 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS                      These readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                 Psalm 8 
1O LORD, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory above the 
heavens.  2Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, to 
silence the enemy and the avenger.  3When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and 
the stars that you have established; 4what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you 
care for them?  5Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned them with glory and honor.  
6You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under their feet, 7all 
sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 8the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, whatever 
passes along the paths of the seas.  9O LORD, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                         *Matthew 28:16-20 
16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.  17When 
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.  18And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me.  19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age." 
 

The word of God for the people of God 
 

Thanks be to God. 
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SERMON                                                       "Peace with Justice" 
 

Jesus came to this world to bring peace. Therefore we call him Prince of Peace. "Peace be with you" is the most 
frequent and important statement Jesus had made. Today is Peace with Justice Sunday. 
 

"Peace with Justice" is a perfect theme to ponder upon as our country is in need of peace. Our country is working 
hard against injustice and racism and we are touched by so many people who not only raise their voices but also act 
upon the peace with justice.  
 

Our country is very unique.  Unlike many other countries around the world, our country consists of many different 
races through immigration from many different countries. America is a country of immigrants. Some people call our 
country 'Melting Pot' or 'Salad Bar' which means that many different races come together creating new and special 
flavors. Our country is so unique and special and we are proud to be diverse- diverse in opinion, diverse in race, 
diverse in culture, diverse in language. But our uniqueness and diversity bring us issues on justice and racism. Of 
course, in this age of globalization, every county around the world should open their land to others, and racism 
becomes a critical issue in every country. 
 

But here is good news! Jesus, the Prince of Peace, brings us peace with justice:  Jesus said "Peace be with you" 
because he himself paid all the fines and penalties that we have to pay for peace. We are justified by the sacrificial 
love of Jesus Christ who died on the cross for us all. True peace comes when we believe that we are one family in 
Christ who became a sacrificial lamb for all of us.  Jesus said, as I and my father are one, you become one and love 
one another.  
 

The story has been told of a man who was caught and taken to court because he had stolen a loaf of bread. When 
the judge investigated, he found out that the man had no job, and his family was hungry. He had tried unsuccessfully 
to get work and finally, to feed his family, he had stolen a loaf of bread. Although recognizing the extenuating 
circumstances, the judge said, "I am sorry, but the law can make no exceptions. You stole, and therefore I have to 
punish you. I order you to pay a fine of ten dollars." He then continued, "But I want to pay the fine myself." He 
reached into his pocket, pulled out a ten-dollar bill, and handed it to the man. 
 

As soon as the man took the money, the judge said, "Now I also want to remit the fine." That is, the man could keep 
the money. "Furthermore, I am going to instruct the bailiff to pass around a hat to everyone in this courtroom, and I 
am fining everyone in this courtroom fifty cents for living in a city where a man has to steal in order to have bread to 
eat. The money was collected and given to the defendant. What an excellent example of justice being meted out in 
full and paid in full while mercy and grace were also enacted in full measure! 1 
 

General Robert E. Lee was asked what he thought of a fellow officer in the Confederate army who had made some 
derogatory remarks about him. Lee rated him as being very satisfactory. The person who asked the question 
seemed perplexed.  "General," he said, "I guess you don't know what he's been saying about you." "I know," 
answered Lee. "But I was asked my opinion of him, not his opinion of me!"2   
 

The Psalmist said in Psalm 8, "O Lord, what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care 
for them? Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned them with glory and honor. You have given 
them dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under their feet." 
 

 With the belief that we are God's creation, and each and every one is God's masterpiece, and everyone is important 
and precious to God, and God didn't spare his only Son for everyone on earth, we are to respect each other and love 
one another. Peace with Justice will prevail.  
 

A ship was wrecked in a furious storm and the only survivor was a little boy who was swept by the waves onto a 
rock. He sat there all night long until, the next morning, he was spotted and rescued. "Did you tremble while you 
were on the rock during the night?" someone later asked him. "Yes," said the boy. "I trembled all night - but the rock 
didn't."3 
 

Yes, Jesus Christ is our rock who will never be moved or shaken. Jesus will never stop loving us. And there is 
nothing we can do about it. Trust in the Lord who is our Rock of Salvation, and have peace! Amen. 
 

 

1. Illustrations for Biblical Preaching, edt. by Michael P Green, Baker Book House, p.209 
2. Illustrations Unlimited, edt. James Hewett, Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. p.310 
3. Stories, Illustrations, Quotes, Robert J. Morgan, Library of Congress, p.605 
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HYMN                                                        "We Shall Overcome"                                                 UMH #533 
We shall overcome, We shall overcome, 
We shall overcome Some day! 
Oh, deep in my heart I do believe 
We shall overcome Some day! 
 
We’ll walk hand in hand.  We’ll walk hand in hand. 
We’ll walk hand in hand Some day! 
Oh, deep in my heart I do believe 
We’ll walk hand in hand Some day! 
 
We shall all be free.  We shall all be free. 
We shall all be free Some day! 
Oh, deep in my heart I do believe 
We shall all be free Some day! 
 
We shall live in peace.  We shall live in peace. 
We shall live in peace Some day! 
Oh, deep in my heart I do believe 
We shall live in peace Some day! 
 
The Lord will see us through.  The Lord will see us through. 
The Lord will see us through Some day! 
Oh, deep in my heart I do believe 
The Lord will see us through Some day! 
 
“We Shall Overcome”  
Words:  Afro-American spiritual  Music:  Afro-American spiritual; 
  adapt. By William Farley Smith, 1986 
MARTIN Irr. 
Adapt. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House 
Used by Permission. CCLI License #11592070 
 
BENEDICTION 
May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. Amen.           

 


