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ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

MAY 31, 2020          PENTECOST SUNDAY    9:30 AM 
 

 

WORSHIP  IN  SPIRIT  AND  TRUTH 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
God is Spirit and those who worship God must worship in Spirit and in Truth. Come everyone who 
is thirsty and receive the promised Holy Spirit. Let us worship God in Spirit and Truth! 

 

HYMN            "Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing"                UMH # 400 
Come, thou Fount of every blessing, Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, Call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, Sung by flaming tongues above.  
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, Mount of Thy redeeming love. 
 
Here I raise mine Ebenezer; Hither by Thy help I’m come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, Wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, Interposed His precious blood. 
 
O to grace how great a debtor Daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, Bind my wandering heart to Thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, Seal it for thy courts above. 
 
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  
Words:  Robert Robinson, 1758 (1 Samuel 7:12) 
Music:  Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813 
NETTLETON 87.87 D 
© 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House 
Used by Permission. CCLI License #11592070 

 
PRAYER 
Creator God, may this day be a new Pentecost - a day in which you will pour out your Spirit and put 
a new heart within us; a day in which our faltering spirits will be revived, and our enthusiasm will 
be renewed; a day in which you will equip us for service, and send us out to change your world. We 
pray in the name Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                        UMH #895 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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MUSICAL WITNESS         "Music of Heaven" 
lyrics by Susan Bentall Boersma  

music by Craig Courtney  
Permission Granted, courtesy of Beckenhorst Press.  

Used by Permission. CCLI License #11592070 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Lord, we offer our gifts to help spread the flame of the Holy Spirit, so that others may know that 
Christ is with them to guide, comfort, and fulfill them. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.  
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS                      These readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                   Acts 2: 1-21 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  2And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  
3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  4All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  
5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.  6And at this sound the 
crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 
each.  7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  8And how is it 
that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?  9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in 
our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.”  12All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?”  13But others sneered and said, “They are filled 
with new wine.”  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea 
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.  15Indeed, these are not 
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.  16No, this is what was spoken through the 
prophet Joel: 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall 
dream dreams.  18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and 
they shall prophesy.  19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, 
and fire, and smoky mist.  20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming 
of the Lord’s great and glorious day.  21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                         * John 7: 37-39 
37On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, “Let anyone 
who is thirsty come to me, 38and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the 
believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’”  39Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him 
were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
 

The word of God for the people of God 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT                                                       UMH #329 
O Great Spirit, whose breath gives life to the world, and whose voice is heard in the soft breeze: We 
need your strength and wisdom. Cause us to walk in beauty. Give us eyes ever to behold the red 
and purple sunset. Make us wise so that we may understand what you have taught us. Help us 
learn the lessons you have hidden in every leaf and rock. Make us always ready to come to you 
with clean hands and steady eyes, so when life fades, like the fading sunset, our spirits may come 
to you without shame. Amen. 
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SERMON                                                       "Pentecost Sunday" 
 

Today is Pentecost Sunday. Originally Pentecost was a festival to celebrate the receipt of the Law on 
Mount Sinai, and it was the 50th day after the Passover. But in the New Testament, the meaning of the day 
was shifted to something different. 
 

Pentecost was the day when the Holy Spirit descended with mighty power on the disciples and imparted 
them with special gifts. According to Acts 2, the Holy Spirit descended like a strong wind and flame of fire. 
In the text, we see that Jesus ordered the disciples not to leave Jerusalem but to wait for the coming of the 
Holy Spirit. When the Holy Spirit came, the disciples who were fearful became so bold and courageous that 
they went out and witnessed about the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
 

Therefore, it is said that Pentecost Sunday is the birthday of the Church. On this special day, we need to 
pray to become Spirit-filled Christians, and we need to pray that our church may be used by the Holy Spirit 
to do great things for God's glory.  
 

Who is the Holy Spirit?  
 

First of all, the Holy Spirit is the Comforter. John 14:16 says, "The Father will give you another advocate to 
be with you forever."  The Greek word for advocate is "paracletos."  This word can be translated as 
"advocate" or "comforter." The Holy Spirit is God who comforts, encourages and guides us. Even today, 
the Holy Spirit is with us, comforting and encouraging us in the midst of the pandemic. We live in 
confusion, pain and fear of Covid 19. We do not know how to make sense out of life. In everyone's heart, 
there is a deep longing for peace and joy, and healing and restoration. The Holy Spirit is the Comforter. 
 

Secondly, the Holy Spirit gives us power. According to Acts 2, the Holy Spirit came as a strong wind and a 
flame of fire. That means the Spirit came with a mighty power. You know how strong the wind can be. You 
know how terrifying fire can be. Wind can make electricity. Wind turbines operate on a simple principle. 
The energy in the wind turns two or three propeller-like blades around a rotor. The rotor is connected to the 
main shaft, which spins a generator to create electricity. A church that is full of the Spirit has power. When 
the strong wind of the Holy Spirit blows, the unthinkable happens. When the wind of the Holy Spirit blows, 
people change: proud hearts become humble and foolish greed disappears. The impossible is achieved. 
This is what happens when the Holy Spirit moves strongly. 
 

Thirdly, the Holy Spirit leads us to become witnesses of Jesus Christ to our family, community and to the 
whole world. Acts 1:8 says, "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
will be my witness in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."   God gives us the 
Holy Spirit so that we may have comfort and peace in our heart. God gives us the Holy Spirit to give us 
power and strength. But the ultimate purpose of the Holy Spirit is to let the world know who God is through 
our witness.  
 

Our denomination, the United Methodist Church, is from the John Wesley's experience of the Holy Spirit at 
the church on Aldersgate Street. Therefore, the UMC strongly emphasizes the work of the Holy Spirit: The 
symbol of the UMC is a cross (Christ) with flame of fire (Holy Spirit).   Aldersgate UMC is committed to the 
ministry of compassion because we are moved by the Holy Spirit as the mission statement of our church 
says: Aldersgate UMC (AUMC) is A family of God, United in Love, Moved by the Holy Spirit, and 
Committed to the ministry of Compassion.  
 

Dear friends, may we open our hearts and minds to receive the Holy Spirit and be filled with God's comfort, 
strength, and compassion.  
 

Amen. 
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HYMN                                                         "Spirit of the Living God"                                UMH # 393 
Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 
Melt me, mold me, Fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 
 
“Spirit of the Living God”  
Words:  Daniel Iverson, 1926 
    (Acts 11:15) 
Music:  Daniel Iverson, 1926 
LIVING GOD 75.75.785 
© 1935, 1963 Moody Bible Institute 
Used by Permission.  CCLI License #11592070 
 
BENEDICTION 
May the God of peace fill your lives with the power of the Holy Spirit, and keep you safe from all 
harm. Hold on to what is good, and let the Spirit increase within you. Be joyful in your life, and in all 
things, give thanks to God. For he has called you to a life of faith, and he will not fail you. Amen. 

 


